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| HE financial facts pertaining to the op- 


erations of the Unrrep Frurr Company—its 
business life for 1927—are set forth in the 
annual report. But the Unrrep Frurr Com- 
PANY is something more than a business or- 
ganization. It is an institution serving more 
than 25,000 stockholders, and paying salaries 
to 68,000 employees. Its fruit is sold in every 
city and town of the United States and Can- 
ada, and in nearly every country of Europe. 
It maintains plantations in nine foreign coun- 
tries, and has a fleet of ninety vessels on the 
high seas. Its radio telegraph stations unite 
the Americas. It operates a network of rail- 
road and tram lines. ‘The price at which its 
stock is quoted reflects its standing in the 
financial world. 


In the Field of Service 


All this is a matter of business, but apart 
from business, the Unrrep Frutr Company 
interests have become so diversified, its ser- 
vices so indispensable in the international 
fields of economics, science, transportation and 
communication, that its efforts in these direc- 
tions should be briefly outlined to the stock- 
holders," 


Development of Trade 


The volume of trade between the United 
States and the Caribbean countries has grown 
greatly within the last five years. Before the 
war, the investments of the United States in 
Latin America approximated a little over a 
billion dollars, Today these investments stand 
at more than five billions. Where investments 
go, trade follows, and our trade with the 
Caribbean is the best kind of trade, because 
it is based upon mutual requirements. 

The United States has a surplus of auto- 

iles, sewing machines, cutlery, silverware, 
cotton goods; every kind of manufactured ar. 
ticle turned oyt by mills and factories of the 
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industrial north, The south sends us in re- 
turn oil, nitrates, minerals, cabinet woods, 
bananas, coffee, sugar, coconuts—all natural 
and agricultural products. 


How the United Fruit Company Helped 


To the development of this trade, the 
Unitep Frurr Company has contributed 
materially. ‘The transportation of fruit calls 
for express steamship service. This service not 
only makes possible the speedy transportation 
of products of the south, but it gives the 
grower a permanent outlet for his share of 
them, and enables him quickly to receive the 
manufactured articles which he can obtain 
from the United States, cheaper, and of a 
better grade, than anywhere else in the world. 
During the year 1927, the Company shipped 
to the Caribbean countries from various ports 
in the United States, 775,561 tons of freight, 
and during the same year, the Company's 
ships brought from the various Central Amer- 
ican countries, exclusive of fruit, 191,774 tons 
of freight to the United States. 

The Great White Fleet carried 69,000 pas- 
sengers and 227,500 bags of mail during the 
year. 


Strengthening Bonds of Friendship 


The availability of markets is closely re- 
lated to the establishment of swift and cer- 
tain communication, and the Tropical Radio 
Telegraph Company—the radio telegraph sub- 
sidiary of the Unrrep Frurr Company, has 
done efficient pioneer work in this respect. The 
recent visit of Colonel Lindbergh to the vari- 
ous Central American countries was reported 
through Tropical Radio Telegraph stations, 
and the accuracy and promptness of the re. 
ports forwarded to the United States were 
commented upon favorably by the press of this 
country. Market quotations, financial re- 
ports, world news, baseball and football 
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scores, are all made possible to the dwellers 
in remote Central America, through the good 
offices of our radio service. 

Radio telegraph has had a distinct effect in 
bringing about a better understanding between 
the United States and the southern republics. 
It has built up and fostered the growth of a 
closer understanding along cultural as well 
as business lines. 


Over Twenty-Three Millions in Wages 


One of the most important factors in sta- 
bilizing both currency and labor conditions is 
the large amount of money paid out annually 
by the Unrrep Frurr Company in wages. 
During 1927, the Company paid out in the 
Caribbean countries in which it owns planta- 
tions $23,972,639 of which over seventy-five 
per cent. went to the nationals of those coun- 
tries, The scale of wages paid by the Com- 
pany is high, and the effect has been to raise 
materially the standards of living everywhere. 

The amounts noted below are paid di- 
rectly by the Unrrep Frurr Company to 
nationals, and as the Company buys approxi- 
mately half of its fruit from private planters 
who employ and pay their own laborers, it 
will be seen that wage payments directly at- 
tributable to the operation of the Unitrep 
Frurr Company in these countries are about 
double the figures given. 


Country Amount 
Célontbis |. :. Senet $ 3,839,462.14 
Costa, Rica: .sdiudicies 3,159,658.65 
Guatemala ........... 2,483,096.19 
Jamaica ...csueeiecnin 1,692,020.01 
Panawis ........0cibsacses 1,975,725.10 

(including Canal Zone) 
Honduras .iagsearen §,172,361.11 
Cuba... ... ieee s 5,650,316.52 
‘Total ......49eae vans $23,972,639.72 


It may also be said that, in addition to 
paying high wages to its employees, the 
Unrrepv Frurr Company has installed and 
maintains for their well-being, bakeries, ice 
plants, water works, and sewerage systems. 
It also has provided churches, schools, base- 
ball grounds, tennis courts, golf courses and 
swimming pools, and has contributed toward 
the national schools maintained in the vicin- 
ity of its plants. The y has also 
aided students attending colleges and schools 
in the United States, by. extending reduced 
transportation to them, and it has aided in 
the establishment of agricultural schools 
where national and’ United States students 
will study tropical farming together. 
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The Struggle Against Disease 


In the last twenty-seven years the Unirep 
Frurr Company has spent on hospitals and 
sanitation $13,091,424.00. The Company 
has built and maintains eight modern hos- 
pitals, with outlying field dispensaries for 
the benefit of its employees and the peoples 
of the countries in which it operates. Includ- 
ing employees, about 150,000 people depend 
upon medical and surgical service from the 
Medical Department of the Unrrep Fruit 
CoMPANy. 

Combining the facilities of the Tropical 
Radio Telegraph Company and its Medical 
Department, the Unrrep Frurr Company 
maintains a radio-medical consulting service 
by which merchant ships secure free medical 
advice from the Company's hospitals or from 
its steamships carrying physicians. 


Peace and Prosperity 


N EVER before in the history of the Unt- 
rep Frurr Company have conditions in the 
countries in which its Tropical Divisions oper- 
ate been so generally favorable to a continu- 
ance of their profitable operation. In all 
these countries peace prevails, and in the en- 
joyment of peace their statesmen have de- 
voted themselves to the business of govern- 
ment with excellent results. In consequence, 
their peoples have attained an unusual degree 
of prosperity. 


Colombia: Under the administration of 
President Miguel Abadia Mendez, in Co- 
lombia, foreign capital, largely American, has 
continued to pour into the country. Ameri- 
can investments there are credibly stated to 
have increased from $2,000,000 in 1912 to 
$125,000,000 in 1927. Competition for oil 
lands has been responsible for a considerable 
part of this increase. Colombia has recently 
negotiated large loans which have been em- 
ployed principally in public works, notably 
highways, railroads and the canalization of 
Boca Ceniza at the mouth of the Magdalena 
River, to make the Port of Barranquilla ac- 
cessible to ocean-going steamers. 


Costa Rica: Costa Rica, with President 
Ricardo Jiminez at the helm, is enjoying al- 
most unprecedented prosperity. In addition 
to cutting down the actual amount of its in- 
debtedness to other countries, Costa Rica has 
been enabled to refund its internal debt at a 
lower rate of interest. This has had imme- 
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diate effect upon agriculture, as money has 
been available for the development of addi- 
tional acreage and at a reduced rate of in- 
terest. A great deal in the way of public 
works has been undertaken—a wharf at Punta 
Arenas, bridges, railroad improvements, new 
highways, school buildings, etc. Internation- 
ally, Costa Rica has excellent credit. The 
attitude of the Republic toward foreign en- 
terprises and investments is notably forward 
looking. 


Cuba; President Machado has justified 
his extraordinary personal prestige by a 
strong and wise administration. Confidence 
in Cuba's potentialities as a field for invest- 
ment under the continued political stability 
that present conditions seem to assure, has 
|r increasingly large amounts of 

rican capital in the shape both of loans 
and of investments. ‘The investment of 
feted States capital in Cuba has now passed 
the billion and a half mark, representing 90 
per cent. of the total foreign investment. The 
bulk of it has gone into the development of 
Cuba's principal industries—sugar, tobacco, 
real estate, railroads, public utilities-—and into 
government bonds. Over half of it—$800,- 
000,000—is in sugar. The proceeds of the 
loans are being used Principally in public 
works—notably a Grand Central Highway, 
which is to cost upwards of $50,000,000. 


Guatemala: The outstanding feature of 
the year 1927 in Guatemala is the continued 
and growing popularity and strength of 
President Lazaro Chacon and the success with 
which he is carrying out his pre-election 
Promises. 

Undisturbed peace and materially increased 
banana and coffee shipments are reflected in 
greater prosperity, as evidenced by the fact 
that over 200 buildings were in process of 
construction at the end of 1927 in Guatemala 
City, and the price of real estate there had 
risen approximately 25 per cent. 

he government is in good shape finan- 
cially and, without having recourse to. for- 
eign loans, has accomplished much in the 
way of public works, particularly roads, with 
the result that automobile trucks are replac- 
ing mule-trains, even in remote districts. 
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Honduras; President Paz Baruona has 
given Honduras an excellent administration. 

This has been the best banana year in the 
history of the republic. There was a trade 
balance in her favor of nearly $7,000,000, 
which is indicated in a considerable degree 
of general prosperity. 

In government finances there has been a 
small deficit, but the internal debt has been 
somewhat reduced and arrangements made 
for paying off the external debt are being 
punctiliously carried out. 


Jamaica: To discuss the international re- 
lations, political and financial, of Jamaica, 
would be to discuss those of the British Em- 
pire. For the people of Jamaica, 1927 was 
a good year; approximately 21,000,000 stems 
of bananas were exported with resultant pros- 
perity and the banana industry continues to 
be by far the most important on the Island. 


Panama: Under President Chiari’s ad- 
ministration, Panama has enjoyed peace and 
Prosperity at home, and excellent credit 
abroad,. permitting loans at favorable inter- 
est, which have been used largely for public 
works, notably roads. Panama realizes that 
her future Prosperity depends upon opening 
up the country, and in the construction of 
new highways much has been accomplished 
within the past year. It is possible today to 
go from the City of Panama to Las Palmas 
and to Las Tablas on the Pacific side. The 
national railroad of Panama is being extended 
to deep water in the province of Chiriqui, 
where a new port is under construction to 
accommodate ocean-going ships. Constantly 
growing tourist: travel is a notable factor in 
the prosperity of Panama. In her open- 
minded and open-armed attitude toward the 
world in general, and the United States in 
particular, the republic has won a high place. 


Nicaragua: The Unrrep Frurr Com- 
PANY has no business or affairs in Nicaragua 
except in connection with its radio stations 
at Managua, Bluefields and Cape Gracias 


and certain tracts of undeveloped land of 
small value. 


Operating Economies and Supervi- 
sion of Terminal and Steve- 
doring Expenses 


By M. C. 


O'Hearn 


Vice President 


NE of the penalties of success in any 
sizable business enterprise is the resulting let- 
down in watchfulness as regards expenses. 
Commercial history is full of failures directly 
traceable to executive inability to enforce 
economy while declaring dividends, It is a 
weakness of the corporation no less than of 
the individual to regard success once achieved 
as permanent and not something which re- 
quires effort and resource to retain. 

The Unrrep Frurr Company has already 
demonstrated an ability to repeat success and 
the danger of losing ground through extrava- 
gance or over-expansion may be said to have 
passed. At the same time the Company has 
reached the point where a more rapid ex- 
pansion is in prospect and it is increasingly 
essential to keep overhead and operating ex- 
penses within the bounds of reasonable neces- 
sity. I believe there is no duty of operating 
officials more important than that of seeking 
out and initiating ways and means of saving 
money. 

Even without the contemplated expansion, 
as long as the operations of our Company con- 
tinue as extensive as they are now, there will 
be opportunity to economize. Many of us 
have had the experience of being convinced of 
the efficiency of certain branches of our busi- 
ness only to find a subsequent radical improve- 
ment. As an instance in point, the general 
cargo stevedoring operations in New York 
prior to 1927 were conducted with a degree 
of efficiency and economy which could not be 
matched by any other steamship operator in 
the port. We, ourselves, felt that there was 
little or no room for improvement. And yet 
by a slight change in supervision, costs were 
reduced appreciably, and many thousands of 
dollars saved for the Company. A_ further 
saving will be effected in banana stevedoring 
by the more direct action of installing ma- 
chinery. In the first instance we improved 
results which were already satisfactory ; in the 
case of banana stevedoring we adopted a means 
of saving money which had been tried success- 
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fully at other ports. The accomplishment of 
these results does not give sufficient reason to 
lay aside further effort in the assumption that 
no more improvement is possible because we 
know that no operation ever touches the top 
of efficiency or the bottom of economy. Only 


when the Unrren Frurr Company stops 
spending will the opportunity for saving 


money be eliminated. 

If every one of our employees responsible 
for the directing of Company expenditures 
will convince himself that the present effici- 
ency can be retained with economy, it will be 
dificult to interrupt the growing power of 
the Company. I think no one in operating 
authority can frankly answer the question of 
economy until he has tried every known means 
of reducing expenses. The employee who 
closes his mind to the possibility of improve- 
ment, even in the face of admitted efficiency, 
fails in his duty to the Company and to him- 
self, 

One of the great money-spending branches 
of the Company's activity which suggests it- 
self as likely ground for economy is that of 
terminal and stevedoring operations. Here, a 
slight saving in the unit cost means many 
thousands of dollars in the Company treasury. 
Here, also, indifference or continued lack of 
watchfulness on the part of the supervision 
means unnecessarily large expenditures of 
money. Terminal and stevedoring operations 
require a degree of efficiency second only in 
importance to the navigation and operation of 
a steamship. The Unrrep Frurr Company, 
through its stevedoring and terminal opera- 
tions, becomes the custodian of merchandise 
worth millions. The contracted responsibility 
of safely delivering cargo does not end without 
touching a widely separated series of opera- 
tions in which a slight let-down at any point 
is sufficient to cause extensive losses. 

*Terminal operations start with the rental 
of a pier or a wharf, an initial investment of 
considerable proportion, The lessee invariably 
is charged with the duty of maintaining the 
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terminal in first-class condition, and only care- 

ul supervision of t expenses, as well as 
those for light, heat and power, can prevent 
substantial losses. With an adequate terminal 
provided, the remaining functions of terminal 
operations include the employment of watch- 
men, delivery and receiving clerks, stowage 
clerks, coopers, dock laborers and stevedores. 
The close contact with the public in each 
branch of the operation demands a full mea- 
sure of efficiency which cannot be secured 
without exacting and intelligent supervision 
and expenses cannot be maintained within rea- 
sonable limits unless there is painstaking ef- 
fort on the part of those in authority, 


One of the several impediments to the de- 
velopment of the stevedoring business in the 
United States has been the preponderance of 
the contract stevedore, The average con- 
tractor is opposed to any radical departure 
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from tried methods because experimentation 
requires capital and frequently interferes with 
the ordinary course of business. Steamship 
owners have been equally loath to spend money 
for improved methods because the benefit, if 
any, would accrue directly to the contractor. 
In this situation it is easy to appreciate why 
stevedoring methods today have not moved 
beyond original Principles and why machinery 
and other improvements have failed to receive 
Proper consideration. I am satisfied that our 
Company established the basis for improved 
stevedoring results when it eliminated the con- 
tract stevedore and undertook Company super- 
vision. I think this theory is likewise appli- 
cable to all other branches of the Company's 
operations: our organization has gone beyond 
the point where it needs the services of a con- 
tractor who, while profiting by the perform- 
ance of work for the Company, represents an 
obstacle to economic development. 


Utilizing the Engineering 


Department 
By E. F. Speh and T. J. Barnett 


il HE Engineering Department is a ser- 


vice department, to be used by other depart- 
ments in any way in which it can be made 
of assistance to them. Our past accomplish- 
ments are more or less generally known to 
all of you. It is of t we hope to accom- 
plish in the way of additional service in the 
future that we particularly wish to speak. 
There are still a number of ways in which 
the Chief Engineer's office can assist in the 
general purpose of raising bananas or sugar. 
But in order to render a full measure of ser- 
vice, We must win your confidence and have 


and intelligently pass judgment on your op- 
erations. We must be familiar with condi- 


@ Mr. Speh is Division Engineer 
and Superintendent of Railways of 
Tela Railroad Company. Mr. 
Barnett’s title is “Engineer 
for Banana Divisions” — head- 
quarters, General Office, Boston 


tions and circumstances at the base of opera- 
tions, and for this reason it is intended to so 
arrange the executive organization that a large 
part of the time of its officials can be spent 
in going over your work with you on the job. 
Your suggestions and assistance are wanted, 
and if we can obtain them we feel a great 
deal can be accomplished. 

The Department does not wish to restrict 
itself to purely technical engineering matters, 
but desires instead to consider the Company's 
entire physical operations, bearing in mind the 
purpose and length of time each is to serve 
and its present and Prospective value to the 
Company. 

As regards any contemplated new invest- 
ments—the Department at the outset can 
avoid mistakes which might otherwise be 
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Mistakes in these matters not only affect the 
investment, but may impose unnecessary Op- 
erating burdens throughout the life of the 
Division. 

Another important item that we wish to ac- 
complish is a complete soil survey and classi- 
fication of our undeveloped lands, which is 
now under way in conjunction with the soil 
chemists and agriculturists. From results se- 
cured to date we think it is conceded that 
when completed it will be of exceptional valuc 
to the Company. With this information it 
will be possible to plan our fixed investments 
to better advantage. 


[n the field of operations it is realized that 
each Division has its own individual condi- 
tions and problems, resulting in costs of pro- 
duction which vary considerably between Di- 
visions. While this will always be the case 
to some extent, it is thought that by careful 
study, comparison and analysis, many improve- 
ments may be effected. The Company's 
Tropical Divisions Annual Operation Cost 
amounts to several millions of dollars, and if 
a 10 per cent. or even a 5 per cent. reduction 
could be secured, it would mean a very ma- 
terial saving. Possible ways in which such 
savings might be obtained are: (1) To make 
improved methods or equipment worked out 
in each Division available to all wherever they 
are adaptable and conditions will permit; (2) 
to adopt improvements developed by other 
companies whenever we can profit by them; 
(3) to ascertain the best materials for our 
purposes and standardize on them wherever 
possible; (4) to apply labor-saving devices 
where they prove to be practical, especially 
in operations now handicapped by a shortage 
of labor. In all our efforts, however, our 
sole purpose will be an attempt to assist op- 
erating and executive officials in making im- 
provements and reducing expenses, and with 
no intention of “checking up” or “finding 
fault” in any sense of the word. 


The ten- and five-year estimates inaugurated 
this year will, we believe, prove of great value 
to the Company and to all operating officials. 
Their purpose is to analyze not only expendi- 
tures and returns to be secured from addi- 
tional or new developments, but from our 
present operations as well, We have just 
passed through the first year in the existence 
of these estimates. To date they have not 
been as complete and satisfactory as we desire, 
but the consolidated information which even 
in their present form they have made available 


ES te 0 ee Ge ee Wa RR ee 


455 


will, undoubtedly, have proven their value. 
They have served to give a better idea of the 
trend of each Division in the same way that 
the consolidated estimates have served to show 
the trend of the Company as a whole. 

This is not to be taken in any sense as 
minimizing the work of the Division engincer- 
ing departments, for they must continue to 
meet local conditions as they arise and be re- 
sponsible for the proper handling of their 
functions as in the past, Besides the construc- 
tion of port works, power plants, railways, 
irrigation works, ete., it has been found that 
in some Divisions greater efficiency and 
economy have been attained by combining the 
administration of the railway departments— 
such as, maintenance of way, transportation, 
mechanical and motive power—under the 
supervision of the Division Engineer, who is 
also Superintendent of Railways. In such 
cases, all matters pertaining to these depart- 
ments, whether covering new or old work, 
naturally pass through the Engineering De- 
partment; but in Divisions where this is not 
the case, there is much to be gained by utiliz- 
ing the services of the Engineering Depart- 
ment to the fullest extent. 

The Agricultural Department also can 
benefit largely by calling on the Engineering 
Department to plan and lay out all drainage 
and irrigation projects and river bank pro- 
tection work, as well as any surveys it re- 
quires, In this connection, it has been found 
most satisfactory to base all levels on sea level 
data. 


A NEW departure is the employment as 
apprentice engineers of men recently grad- 
uated from college. In this way it is possible 
to train young men in all the varied branches 
of the engineering problems constantly arising 
in our Tropical Divisions, and it is believed 
that it is to the advantage of the Company for 
all Divisions to be over-manned with men of 
this type for training purposes. 

We want the men in the Engineering De- 
partment to feel that they have wonderful 
possibilities for advancement with the Unirep 
Frurr Company if they prepare themselves 
on the broad and general lines of the Com- 
pany’s policy as outlined by Mr. Cutter. The 
policy of filling the most responsible positions 
by promotion and of transferring men from 
one Division to another in order to broaden 
their experience and increase their value to the 
Company and to themselves has been appre- 
ciated by the Engineering Department and 
placed in practice. 
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Tests of 


Banana Consistency 


By 


Frederick S. Dellenbaugh, Jr 


Research Department 


ie characteristics of a banana may be 


ance, flavor, consistency and food value. The object of the Unrrep 
Frurr Company is to produce and sell fruit in which each of these 
four characteristics is as satisfactory as the forces of nature and 
scientific knowledge will permit. From the standpoint of research, 


it is difficult to define these qualities. Each 


Opinion, and in describing a banana qualitative statements are usually 
made, different people employing different terms. Technically, é: 


is necessary to record definitely the results of 
means of special measurements or standardized 
only in this way that tests can be repeated wit 
the results will be quantitatively comparable. 


The present article deals with two tests 
used in the Research Department Laboratory 
‘for a definite measure of consistency. The 
other qualities, also being investigated, present 
interesting problems which will be described 
in more detail at some future time. The 
food value, for instance, can be measured by 
experiments in nutrition upon animals or 
people. Many investigations of this sort have 
been carried out and have already received 
considerable publicity. The appearance deals 
with color, size and freedom from blemish. 
Those familiar with the fruit know what is 
considered good color. By means of a spec- 
troscopic analysis of light reflected from the 
banana, this can be reduced to definite terms. 
The test is rather complicated and modifica- 
tions of it are being investigated in order to 
ascertain what relation small changes in color 
have to differences in the Previous treatment 
of the fruit. Probably the most. difficult 
thing to deal with is the flavor, for this de- 
pends upon essential oils or esters which are 
Present in very minute quantities, are difficult 
of analysis and cannot be determined by any 
simple test. 

As regards consistency, the first point ap- 
parent is that the pulp of the banana softens 


as it ripens, is is characteristic of practi- 


classified as appear- 


person has his own 


each experiment by 
nomenclature, It is 


Figure 1 
’ Banana Pressure 
h fair assurance that Tester 


cally all fruits, A Pressure tester has been 
developed by Ballauf for grading apples, pears 
and other fruits. The Research Depart- 
ment Laboratory has built a modified pres- 
Sure tester of this type especially for use 
in connection with bananas, Figure I shows 
one of these testers. The six-inch scale 
at the bottom of the picture indicates its 
size. The tester consists of a sort of inverted 
spring balance, the outer tube carrying a 
plunger which compresses a spring when it is 
Pushed in. To test a banana it is cut in two 
and the nose of the plunger is forced into 
the pulp by means of the spring. When it 
penetrates a standard depth, as shown by the 
shoulder on the plunger, the corresponding 
Pressure is read on the scale by means of a 
pointer projecting through a slot in the outer 
tube, The curve in F igure 2 shows the man- 
ner in which the pressure varies during ripen- 
ing. This test is especially practicable as it 
may be made at any time, at any place, and 
without special equipment other than the pres- 
sure tester. The complete relation of the 
softening of the pulp to the ripening process 
is not yet thoroughly understood. The pres- 
sure test, however, does give an excellent in- 
dication of the progress of ripening. 
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_ANANA COMSISTENCY 
FRESSURE JEST. 


If the fruit has been abused, it may really 
have a poor consistency even though the pres- 
sure test is normal. Bananas in good condi- 
tion have a slightly mealy consistency and the 
finger, after the peel has been removed, should 
break in two when bent, with a fairly def- 
inite break in one place. Fruit that has been 
badly treated may have a somewhat rubbery 


DANANACONSISTEIVCY 
~BENOING TEST 


Z. 


Figure 4: Diagrams obtained with banena 
bending tester showing different characteris- 
tics of pulp consistency 
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At left: Figure 2 
Change in the mechanical strength 
of banana pulp during ripening as 
shown by the pressure tester 


Below: Figure 8: Banana Bending 
Tester 


texture, 


This, 


however, is 
vealed by the pressure test. 

second tester has been developed (Figure 3). 
This tester measures the bending strength of 


, 
not aiways fe- 
For this reason a 


a banana. The finger is peeled and one end 
placed under the hook on the arm of the 
tester. The other end of the banana is held 
in the left hand and the arm of the tester 
pulled around slowly until the fruit breaks. 
The pressure is applied to the banana through 
a spring, and a small arm carrying a pencil 
draws a diagram on a piece of paper. When 
no banana is in the machine, the line drawn 
by the pencil is an are of a circle, the same 
as would be drawn by a compass. When the 
banana is in place the pencil goes through 
the same angular motion but is displaced ra- 
dially by the extent to which che spring 
stretches. “The diagram drawn is thus the 
kind known as a “Stress-strain Diagram”. 
Two characteristic diagrams are shown in 
Figure 4. The bottom line is the zero circle. 
The height of the top line above this circle 
represents the force necessary to bend the 
banana through the corresponding angle. Fig- 
ure 4A shows the type of curve obtained with 
a banana of good consistency. The curve 
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rises smoothly and drops off fast, indicating 
a sudden and fairly complete break in the 
finger. Figure 4B indicates a rubbery banana, 
the curve dragging out much further than the 
first one and showing that the finger bent 
gradually instead of breaking suddenly, 

Tests of this sort are very useful in labora- 
tory studies made for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the effects of different methods of 
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treatment. Such tests reveal variations in con- 
sistency and in order to be useful the records 
kept must include a definite measure of these 
variations. With devices such as those just 
described, tests upon a large number of fingers 
may be rapidly performed and small differ- 
ences in results obtained for a permanent rec- 
ord for comparison with results secured in 
other ways. 


Tall Tales from the Tropics 


Being the Veracious Fish Stories of a Sailorman 
and His Crew in the Purple Southern Seas 


By Captain George H. Grant 


S.S, San Bias 


Reprinted through courtesy of Boston Globe 


li ISHING to the tired business man is 


like the sight of land to the shipwrecked and 
storm-tossed mariner, inasmuch as both re- 
ceive a@ transitory reaction which blots from 
their weary minds the trials of the long days 
passed. It is also energizing and diverting. 
The companionable serenity of the vast in- 
domitable mountains, the pleasant babbling 
of the trout-laden streams and the placid wa- 
ters of the hidden lakes, which invariably ac- 
company it, all bend their natural powers to 
soothe the jaded nerves, and when twilight 
has gone, leaving the primitive flicker of the 
campfire to make fantastic shadows on the 
surrounding night, the air is pregnant with 
yarns of piscatorial feats accomplished. 

Monstrous fish, which never before have 
seen the light of day, are brought from the 
visionary brook and, verbally, laid before 
the other members of the party. All pre- 
tend to believe, and each, in turn, recounts a 
similar or even more incredible incident. In 
those pleasant evening hours the “fish story” 
is born, 

An irresistible love of nature is the reason 
which makes men go forth on those trips; 
a lure of adventure; that peregrinatious in- 
stinct from our forebears which lies dormant 
in each and every one of us, waiting only 
for the awakening call to send us forth into 
the open spaces, is the urge which helps it 
on, It is also a primeval instinct which 


makes us aggrandize our experiences, which, 
in fishing, we get away with, use, since 
scalping has gone out of fashion, man is not 
expected to bring back material and conclu- 
sive evidence of the chase. 


No. I 


True “Fish Stories” 


In writing the above I have no intention 
whatsoever of belittling the accomplishments 
of the amateur fisherman, but just a desire 
to emphasize to the reader that the incidents 
which I shall recount belong to the class of 
true fish stories and ure not the ofispring of 
a campfire imagination. Being neither a 
“tired business man” nor a fishing enthusiast, 
but a deep-water sailorman who occasionally 
casts a line into the blue waters of some 
tropical harbor more to kill that demon ennui 
than to catch fish, I make no bid for pisca- 
torial honors. Like most men who go down 
to the sea in ships I am more interested in 
the game of the land. | flatter myself that 
the fish benefit thereby. 

Today, almost without exception, the na- 
tives of the West Indies and Central Amer- 
3 still cling to the fishing tackle and meth- 
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He wae sitting asleep—using the door-jamb of 
his hut for a pillow 


Early in life the children are taught 
the art of fishing, and in the Tropics, 
where the waters abound with fish which are 
the most wary in the world, it is indeed an 
art. Daily, with an old line and rusty hook, 
the children fish along the water-front, while 
their elders, with the spear of their forebears, 
haunt the waters along the docks and jet- 
tres. 


Through the Hours 


Ar all hours those who own dugouts go 
forth armed with a few lines, a meager food 
supply and an unlimitable amount of pa- 
tience. Under a scorching midday sun or the 
frequent torrential downpours they sit, miser- 
ably immobile, striving for what is, at best, 
a precarious livelihood. 

Around them the impenetrable mountains 
rear their heads, robed with the great prime- 
val forests whose luxuriant, encroaching 
growth crowds down to the water's edge, 
making a fitting frame for that aboriginal 
scene. I stepped into the picture and went 
fishing with a Carib Indian. 

I first saw him when sauntering through 
the medieval and therefore muddy foot-paths 
which still serve as streets in Puerto Barrios. 
He was sitting asleep on a dilapidated wooden 
bench, using the door-jamb of his hut for a 
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pillow. His villainous and unkempt counte- 
nance being somewhat ameliorated in sleep, 
I summoned up the necessary courage to go 
forward and pick up the fish-spear which lay 
on the ground beside him. {t was an in- 
teresting weapon. 

I found the barbed iron-head to be detach- 
able from the eight-foot wooden pole, ut 
made fast to a length of strong cord. Later 
I learned that when a fish is struck the head 
leaves the pole, the fish being landed by the 
line, although it may not be hooked through 
the mouth. Ere I had completed my exam- 
ination the Carib leisurely opened his eyes; 
even the lightning flicker of an eyelid is un- 
known to those whose lives are made up of 
one sleep after another. 


“You Fish, Hey?” 


“You fish?” I queried, gesticulating wildly 
to convey the meaning of my words. 

“Si, sefior,” he growled, but apparently 
interested. Rising slowly to his feet he con- 
fronted me. He was a tattered, comic-opera 
figure, while his eyes had that soulful expres- 
sion which is usually assigned to the deep- 
water sailormen by the popular novelists of 
today—reminds-you-of-a-sheep-sort of look. 
But whereas that of the sailor is attributed 
to his having to gaze over long distances, 
that of my Carib fisherman was due to his 
weighing me up in his mind and wondering 
how much money he could charge to take me 
on a fishing expedition. 

Apparently satisfied with my benevolent 
looks, he smiled. Alas, he had no means of 
knowing that I am a Scot. However, after 
a great deal of haggling and gesticulation I 
closed a bargain to go spearing fish with him 
that evening. 


T ue mountains seemed to have come 
nearer with the gathering dusk when the 
Chief Officer and I set out to meet Flo, our 
fisher-friend. (The name he had gives me 
sounded so much like Mustard Plaster that 
I had nick-named him as above after Zieg- 
feld of Follies fame.) 

Where the little town clustered about the 
wharf we met him. He signed for us to 
turnabout, which we did, and we retraced 
our steps along the wharf, each of us peer- 
ing into the dark waters below. Suddenly 


Flo halted and, motioning us to be still, he 
swung over on to the stringer-piece, entwined 
one leg around a wooden pile, then leant 
well over, The spear was drawn up ver- 
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Landed a “struggling 
and bewildered tar- 
pon of 20 pounds 


tically, then lowered gently 
until the barbed point was 
about one foot above the sur- 
face of the water. Then we 
waited for what seemed hours. 

“Look! Look!” suddenly 
exclaimed the Chief Officer 
as a silvery belly gleamed for 
an instant below the spear- 


head. 
“Ugh!” Says Flo 


“Ugh!” grunted Flo as if 
surprised at the C. O.’s im- 
petuosity. Excitement was 
foreign to him. 

I was disappointed and beginning to weary 
of waiting when the pole shot down with an 
energetic impetus surprising in our Carib 

- a gutteral “Ah! Ah!” accompanied it 

. - while a churning of water told that a 
fish had been caught. Flo rose to his feet 
and, hauling on the spear-head line. landed 
a struggling and much bewildered tarpon 
weighing about 20 pounds. 

It had been speared about six inches from 
the tail. Flo grinned his satisfaction, then 
crouched down again into the “ready” posi- 
tion. Hardly had three minutes passed when 
the pole again shot downwards and disap- 
peared and the line ran out. But something 
had gone wrong. The Chief Officer let out 
a yell and, with his foot entangled in the 
line, he disappeared over the wharf into the 
dark waters below. 

The splutter of spray which filled the air 
made it impossible to tell which was man 
and which was fish. The healthy deep-sea 
oaths alone told us that the C. O. was still 
alive and endeavoring to free himself of the 
restraining line. 

While I busied myself with his rescue, 
Flo, oblivious to his danger, was making 
every effort to retain and land his fish. 

A true fisherman forsooth! 

Finally both were successfully landed but 
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the threatening gesticulations of the C. O. 
cowed Flo to such an extent that he meekly 
picked up his fish and departed towards the 
village without collecting any monetary recom- 
pense from me. His “Ugh! Ugh!” of dis- 
gust comes back to me now and [| really be- 
lieve that he reckons the C. O, deliberately 
fell into the water to spoil his night's sport 
and also to cheat him out of his reward. | 
never saw him again. 
(To be continued ) 


Leap Year Decree 
Scotland, 1288 A.D. 


It is statut and ordaint that during the rein 
of hir maist blissit Megeste, for ilk yeare 
known as lepe yeare, ilk mayden ladye of 
bothe highe and lowe estait shall hae liberte 
to bespeke ye man she likes, albeit he refuses 
to taik hir to be his lawful wyfe, he shall be 
mulcted in ye sum ane pundis or less, as his 
estait may be; except and always gif he can 
make it appeare that he ig betrothit ane ithe: 
woman he then ‘shall be free, 

—Encyclopaedia Britannica. 


LONG SERVICE ORDER 


COMPANY SALARIED EMPLOY- 
SERVICE DATES FROM 1900 


UNITED FRUIT 
EES WHOSE 


N ame 


F. Acedo 
L. F. Brown 


W.. R. Corinaldi 


C. M. Moodie 
L. F. Bonilla 
E. Castro 

J. C. Hall 
A. Hernandez 
L. Laffite 

H. Pages 

C. Proenza 

R 


. A. Williams 


*. B. Taylor 
». Ruiz 

*. J. Acuna 
. Bermudez 
“ H, Davis 
. Faber 

M. Saenz 

J. Butler 


Group Il 


Division 


Banes 
Jamaica 
Jamaica 
Jamaica 
Costa Rica 
Banes 
Baltimore 
Banes 
Banes 
Banes 
Banes 


Panama 


General Office 
Banes 
Guatemala 
Colombia 
Truxillo 
Guatemala 
Northern Ry. 
New York 


K. C. Hughes (Miss) New York 


W. L. Long 


A. Parks 


New York 


Guatemala 


Present Position 


Roadmaster 

Fruit Selector 

Cable Clerk 

Fruit Selector 

Chief Banana Receiver 
Overseer 

Division Manager 
Watch Engineer 


Head of Sanitation 


Clerk, Agricultural Dept. 


Asst. Supt. Live Stock 


Clerk, Receiving and 
Handling 


Comptroller 

Chief Dispatcher 
Chief Fruit Inspector 
Foreman Stevedore 
Supt. of Agricultur¢’ 
Foreman Stevedore 
Clerk 

Tallyman 

Telephone Supervisor 


General Manager, 
Purchasing Dept. 


Fruit Inspector 


Date 


January, 1900 
January, 1900 
January, 1900 
January, 1900 
February, 1900 
February, 1900 
March, 1900 
March, 1900 
March, 1900 
March, 1900 
March, 1900 
March, 1900 


August, 1900 
September, 1900 
October, 1900 
October, 1900 
October, 1900 
October, 
October, 1900 
December, 
December, 


_ December, 


December, 


Terminal Operations 


ITH over 300,000 tons of shipping 
under its flag, the Unrrep Fruirr Company 
necessarily must handle Terminal Operations 
at its ports on a scale commensurate with 
the tremendous volume of freight it carries. 
Not only does it bring immense cargoes of 
bananas, coffee and other products of the 
soil from the Tropics, but it also carries back 
thousands of tons of manufactured articles 
and fabricated parts needed by those coun- 
tries. All these cargoes must be loaded ot 
unloaded at the piers with the expedition re- 
quired in maintaining steamship schedules. 
Where so much labor of men and machines 
is involved, time, even in fractions of minutes, 
means money. 

The present high degree of efficiency of 
our Terminal Operations is not the result 
of having borrowed the ideas of some other 
organization, nor have these plans been 
evolved at a single sitting by officials of the 
Unirep Frurr Company. The smoothness 
with which Terminal Operations are con- 
ducted is as much a growth from a small 
beginning as is the Company itself and repre- 
sents the aggregate wisdom of many men 
over a period of more than twenty years. 


Great advances have been made during the 
last few years in substituting machinery for 
man-power. Neither time nor money is 
spared in making experiments with the object 
of reducing costs. 

One of the greatest reasons for the success 
with which Terminal Operations are con- 
ducted is that this Department is self-con- 
tained. It does not have to go outside for 
help in its work. Many steamship companies 
pick up labor for each job, They must 
therefore depend upon a floating type of 
worker who naturally has no pride in what 
he is doing and no incentive to do more than 
is actually necessary to keep him on the tem- 
porary pay-roll. 

Added to permanency of employment the 
Untrep Frurr Company is able to hold out 
possibilities of promotion to everyone, from 
the men engaged in the higher positions to 
those who make up the rank and file of cler- 
ical workers. Therefore great care is exer- 
cised in the selection of these employees. The 
majority of the young men have had at least 
a high school education and a number are 
college men who are beginning their business 
careers in this Department. 


Discharging bananas 
from lower hold and 
all decks to pier 


March, 1928 


Excepting for those men engaged for 
manual labor, everyone in the Department 
is employed on a monthly basis. All these 
men have passed the Company's medical ex- 
amination and have also met the strict re- 
quirements as to character. “The wisdom of 
developing such a high-class personnel has 
been demonstrated. 

These men are really agents of the Com- 
pany, binding it by their signatures to what 
ever documents they are authorized to sign. 
Their skill and interest in their work are re 
flected in that infallible barometer of the 
business acumen of their denartment—<laims 
filed against the Company. A comparison of 
our figures with those representing claims 
against steamship companies eng ged ina hap 
hazard, hit-or-miss method of handling busi 
ness through casual employees shows imme 
diately the value of the standard maintained 
by the Unrrep Frurr Company 


. 
| N addition to the clerical work of the Tet 
minal Operations Department, there are two 
distinct divisions which are as interesting as 
they are important. These are the watching 
and stevedoring divisions. 

To be a good watchman requires the same 
alertness, the same moral rectitude in dealing 
with delinquency and, at times, the same per 
sonal bravery, which characterize the good 
policeman. The Unrrep Frurr Company 
has been particularly fortunate in recruiting 
men for this service. Their manifold duties 


Diacharging bananas 
inshore to peer and 
offshore to car floats 
from No. 2 hatch 
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are carried out with a minimum display of 
authority but with the thoroughness which 
results in a perfect service. 

The watchmen must be prepared to handle 
many questions other than those arising out 
of the rights of property. These men inspect 
and care for the fire apparatus, watch the 
handling of cargo to prevent carelessness, give 
whatever supervision is necessary to sick or 
detained passengers or members of the crew, 


search each incoming ship for stowaways and 
ot 


er depart 


ments of the Company as well as with the 


contraband, and cooperate with o 


local authorities at the port. 

Men who have the requisite ability for a 
position of this sort are not easily found, but 
the Unrrep Frutr Company has given such 
attention to this branch of its service that it 
is able to keep its force of watchmen at full 
strength. 

It is in the stevedoring department that 
one would expect to find casual labor. How 
ever, here too the men are on the regular 
monthly pay-roll—permanent employees with 
the same pride in the Company those in other 
departments possess. ‘The stevedores are buy- 
ing stock in the Company and they regard 
themselves as integral and permanent units 
of the organization, which indeed they are. 
This feeling goes far in maintaining the 
esprit de corps which is reflected in reduced 
costs in the work they carry on. 

The stevedoring of bananas is one of the 
most delicate operations labor can undertake 


but it is accomplished so successfully by this 
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department that other organizations marvel 
at the skill which has been developed. Ma- 
chinery is called upon to do an increasing 
amount of this work, yet so close are the re- 
lations existing between the Unrrep Frurr 
Company and the employees engaged in this 
work that never has a dispute arisen from 
the adoption of a labor-saving device for the 
swifter and more economical dispatch of ba- 
nanas or general cargo. Operation costs are 
therefore lower than they have ever been in 
the history of the Company despite the higher 
wages which followed the War. 

With the tonnage to be handled mounting 
year after year the department devoted to 
Terminal Operations must be an ever-grow- 
ing one. To take care of an increasing staff 
and provide the men advancing to new posi- 
tions with the best possible business equip- 
ment, a school has been established under an 
instructor versed in all branches of the work. 
Officials and experts from other departments 
also lecture before the school, giving those 
under instruction a broad view of Company 
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affairs in line with the enlightened policy of 
advancement formulated by Mr. Cutter. 

Not only does the Unirep Frurr Com- 
PANY maintain its Terminal Operations De- 
partment at a high state of efficiency for its 
own purpose, but it also allocates certain of 
the Department's gangs of men to act as load- 
ers of trucks for shippers. ‘This is a service 
which is much appreciated, since the con- 
signee need not disorganize his own force to 
send men to the pier. 

While there are local variations at the dif- 
ferent ports, in general the operations are the 
same. There has been a gradual standardiza- 
tion based upon experience and this is con- 
tinuing at such a rate that the time is not far 
distant when methods of procedure at one 
port will be practically indistinguishable from 
those at any other. The entire process of 
development is characteristic of the care which 
the Unrrep Frurr Company exerts in every 
department in maintaining the best possible 
service at the lowest possible cost. 


The Conductor of the Cruise 


By K. Lee Hyder S 


Ive heard about a lot of jobs, 
Both hard and easy too, 

And in my travels, near and far, 
I've worked at quite a few. 

But I'll tell the world that here is one 
I surely wouldn't choose: 

The Ambassador of United Fruit— 
The Conductor of the Cruise. 


He slaves from early morn till night, 
To keep the bunch together, 

And gets us there and brings us back 
In any kind of weather. 

course some one must keep his head, 

When others their heads lose, 

So naturally it falls upon 
The Conductor of the Cruise. 


“Is it rough today?” “Where do we dock?” 
“How much is in the pool?” i 
“Does it always rain in Panama?” 
“Will today be hot or cool?” _ 


@ Mr. Hyder was a 
Cruise Passenger on the 
S. “Parismina”. He 
wrote the poem while in 
Puerto Castilla on Jan- 
uary 25 and gave it to 
the Purser who  for- 
warded it for publication 


He answers questions, routes our trips, 
Still finds time to amuse 

Each one of us, both day and night, 
The Conductor of the Cruise. 


At Shuffle Board he is a wow, 
At dancing he’s a sheik, 
He has more ideas in an hour 
Than most men in a week. 
That the boy is clever we admit, 
There's no time for a snooze 
"Round that smooth and dapper diplomat, 
The Conductor of the Cruise. 


So let's all have another round, 
For we've not a single care, O, 
And raise the cup and drink it deep 
To our good friend Mr. Darrow. 
As an entertainer he’s a prince, 
No favor he'll refuse; 
So let's all give the boy a hand, 
. This uctor of the Cruise. 


Blazing an Accounting Trail 
When There Were No Precedents to Guide the 


United Fruit Company 
By Cecil B. Taylor 


Comptroller, Uniten Fruit Comrany 


I HE average man looks upon account- 


ing as a necessary evil, often as a non-produc- 
tive expense, and possibly as a mysterious 
realm, but he is willing to concede that with- 
out it he cannot be sure whether he is mak- 
ing or losing money. He likes to feel that 
as long as he has money in the bank he is 
safe, and, apart from the bills he owes, he 
has been willing to leave the rest to his 
accounting department. 

The growth of business, however, has 
changed this point of view, and the up-to- 
date executive is fully aware of the pitfalls 
and dangers of ignorant or inadequate ac- 
counting. The modern executive, likewise, 
knows that without a fair knowledge of ac- 
counting fundamentals, he is at a serious dis- 
advantage, and therefore takes a keen interest 
in his balance sheet with its assets and li- 
abilities orderly arranged, and the result of 
his work reflected in the profit and loss ac- 
count. 

Beyond that, even now, few realize the 
ramifications involved in the balance sheet 
of modern business, and it is really not neces- 
sary that the executive be concerned with 
them because that is the job of the accounting 
staff. The success of the accounting staff to- 
day is dependent first, upon the accuracy of 
its results; second, upon promptness; and 
third, but by no means last or least, upon 
the economical accomplishment of its results. 
It needs no stretch of imagination to appre- 
ciate the necessity for skill in the accomplish- 
ment of these ends when you consider the fact 
that the Unirep Frurr Company, a repre- 
sentative of modern and big business, requires 
me men to carry on properly its accounting 
task. 

The direction of its accounting activities, 
therefore, requires at the outset a scientific 
organization, under which the accounting, 
auditing, budget, and statistical activities are 
conducted in accordance with modern account- 
ing science, and intelligently coordinated. 
Here, it might be stated that the Fruit Com- 
pany’s accounting system is in some respects 
unique, in that it is a result of considerable 


internal development and improvement over 
many years of experience without the advan- 
tages of precedents as is the case in many in- 
dustries. Further, its accounting, auditing, 
budget, and statistical activities were operated 
as a unit until its present President, Victor 
M. Cutter, authorized the separation of those 
operations in accordance with more modern 
and scientific principles. The distinction be- 
tween these activities is not generally appre- 
ciated, but that point needs no elaboration to 
the readers of this paper. 

The ramifications of the Fruit Company's 
business and its methods are of more inter- 
est than accounting technicalities, with which 
you are familiar. When you consider that 
its operations are being conducted in nearly 
all of the principal Central American coun- 
tries as well as Cuba and Jamaica, and in- 
volve production (principally bananas and 
sugar), transportation, and distribution, which 
means farms (over 300,000 acres), railways 
(over 1,500 miles), live stock (41,000 head), 
hospitals (8), merchandise stores (178), 
ships (86), sugar mills and refineries (3), 
industrial plants, selling organizations, with 
branches all over the country from Boston, 
Massachusetts, to San Francisco, California, 
and from San Antonio, Texas, to Winnipeg 
in Canada, as well as the British Isles and 
continental Europe, you can better appreciate 
the magnitude of the accounting task, and fig- 
ure that somebody must be ever busy endeavor- 
ing t6 keep the accounting machinery under 
control. It is somewhat like a locomotive; 
it has to be oiled, tightened, cleaned, and 
watched constantly to accomplish the result 
and avoid trouble. 

The construction and development of its 
properties and plantations are a colossal task 
in themselves, as is evidenced by a glance at 
the Company’s annual report, which shows 
that the Company had in progress at the be- 
ginning of the year a capital program of 
$18,000,000. Its properties'and steamers are 
connected by one of the largest radio systems, 
comprising over 90 land and ship stations. 

You can also see that its accounting staff 
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does not have to resort to fiction for diversion. 
It simply deals with facts, the development of 
which alone affords diversification enough for 
the ordinary individual from the routine of 
life. 

This is even clearer, when you consider 
that its army of 68,000 employees, scattered 
all over the globe, includes almost every occu- 
pation from unskilled labor to highly tech- 
nical jobs, and its transportation facilities, 
for example, include ships, railways, automo- 
biles, horses and wagons, bicycles, airplanes, 
and even camels. 

Suffice it to say, such extensive activities in- 

volve a veritable avalanche of bills, pay-rolls, 
receipts, shipping documents, and papers of 
every description, all of which must be 
handled orderly, speedily, and accurately to 
determine the Company's final status with the 
least delay at a minimum of expense, and to 
establish an efficient record for future refer- 
ence, 
How easy it is to overdo. The possibility 
of overdoing is as easy and often as dangerous 
as inadequacy of records. The Fruit Com- 
pany’s accounting staff endeavors to avoid the 
predicament of the army officer who, upon 
reaching his new post and finding an accumu- 
lation of worthless files, wired headquarters 
for permission to burn them. The answer 
came back, “Yes, but make copies first.” 


Ay accumulation of statistics on all sub- 
jects involved in the Company's operations 
must be constantly at hand and, therefore, the 
necessity for weeding out useless statistics and 
confining those kept to useful material is ob- 
vious. Further, the use of that material is as 
vital to the Company’s progress as the accu- 
mulation is toward the result. In other words, 
to obtain the fullest value of the statistics 
compiled, they must be used in a manner that 
will ensure the greatest advantage. 

To that end, it is the practice of the Ac- 


counting Department to send to its operating 


officials (Managers, Accountants, Superin- 
tendents, etc.) any figures which are consid- 
ered of interest and which afford a comparison 
of their activities with other similar depart- 
ments, and the Department Heads take keen 
interest in comparing their costs with other 
departments, as it is only natural that each 
department head is anxious that his results 
be the most favorable. 

The Unrrep Frurr Company has a pecu- 
liar advantage in its decentralized locations, 
which afford an opportunity for friendly com- 
petition, and it is that competition which gives 
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the Company's executives certain additional 
advantages which many other concerns do 
not enjoy. 

It is of interest to note how familiar the 
subjects of articles appearing in trade papers 
and magazines seem to our organization; for 
example: “Handling Costs Cut 50%”, 
“Doubling Out-put by Better Methods”, 
“Turnover and Operating Ratios”, “20% 
Cut in Production Cost”, “Tracing 28% 
Operating Loss”, “Results of Scientific Man- 
agement”, “Power Costs Cut 14%”, “Con- 
trol of Inventory Factors”, “Why Profits 
Vary”, and so on. 

There appeared recently a statement by 
Charles E. Mitchell, President of the Na- 
tional City Bank of New York, in which he 
said that “the hunch” method of carrying on 
business is giving way to a scientific study of 
trends and cycles; and there are few large 
and up-to-date organizations that do not rec- 
ognize, in some tangible way, the use of sta- 
tistics in mapping out their business policies.” 
The Unrrep Frurr Company has a Statis- 
tical Department, inaugurated by President 
Victor M. Cutter, the purpose of which is 
to take the “guess” out of sales estimates, a 
further proof that the Company is endeavor- 
ing not only to keep pace with, but to lead 
in, progressive and efficient business methods. 

The Budget Department also facilitates 
the efficiency and control of operations by 
placing in the hands of the Department 
Heads, comparisons of results with estimates, 
thus constantly improving the Company's op- 
erating estimates. 

Another very interesting phase of the Fruit 

ompany’s business from the accounting 
standpoint is the distribution of its products, 
a subject in itself, which involves the sale of 
over 48,000,000 bunches of bananas, 400,- 
000,000 pounds of sugar, and by-products. 
Sales, of course, are related to business con- 
ditions in general, and weather. 

As most of you know, sales accounting is 
much more simple than cost accounting. On 
the other hand, sales statistics are more dif- 
ficult to interpret through accounts than most 
other figures, because of their direct relation 
to general conditions. 

There are many guides to general condi- 
tions; such as, bank clearings, car loadings, 
employment _ statistics, building permits, 
wholesale prices, etc., and although the banana 
business is undoubtedly related to some of 
these factors, it is unique and requires much 
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be predicted except for general seasons. These 
factors are mentioned simply to make it clear 
that sales figures, although an important and 
vital factor, are by no means complete or 
conclusive in themselves, and it is dangerous 
to come to conclusions without a thorough 
knowledge of the practical situation. 

No article on the Fruit Company's ac- 
counting system would be complete without 
an explanation of the manner in which the 
Company is able to report its results at the 
close of the year among the first industrials. 


It is simple indeed, when it is understood, 


that it has been accomplished only by con- 
stant study, for over a decade, of more effi- 
cient methods and careful preparation. The 
Division offices are specifically informed as 
to what is required and when, and given op- 
portunity to study the requirements and to 
coach and encourage each individual in the 
satisfactory accomplishment of his part. The 
result can only be accomplished by the fullest 
cooperation of the entire accounting staff, and 
it is gratifying to record in this paper appre- 
ciation of the keen interest and faithful per- 
formance of the accounting staff to the lowest 
clerk. 

In further explanation of these methods it 
is of interest to note that the Company's 
inventories of merchandise and material and 
supplies are taken several times during the 
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year under the supervision and direction of 
the Auditing Department, and the inventories 
of fixed property once a year under the direc- 
tion of the Accounting Department. There- 
fore, its inventories are perpetual and not left 
until the end of the year when every effort 
is required for other details of equal impor- 
tance. 

At the specified time, the Division offices 
telephone, telegraph or cable the condensed 
results, the accuracy of which is protected in 
transmission by telegraphic check. It must 
also be borne in mind that the Company has 
competent and responsible accountants and 
auditors located at each of its principal loca- 
tions, in other words, right on the properties. 
Each Division handles its own inventories. 

The advantages of such a decentralized sys- 
tem in a company of this size and of many 
locations are therefore obvious, and contribute 
greatly to the final result. 

In conclusion, it is of interest to note that 
the Accounting staff of the Unrrep Frurr 
Company delights in slogans, among which 
are the following and both of which are no 
doubt familiar to you. 

1. Two heads are better than one. 

2. “It ain't ignorance that does so 
much harm, as the knowledge of so damn 
much that ain’t true.”—Nye. 


—From L. R..B. & M. Journal 


To Unifruitco 
By A. C. van Peski, Sr. 


In all the time since world’s creation, 
Some wondrous sign of civilization 

Was given him who cared to use it— 
What follows here is just to prove it. 


In former jungles there's now the tree 

That made the Unrrep Frurr Company; 

Cultured by struggle for many a day, 

It showed the world—where there's a_ will, 
there's a way. 


Where once was much fever, mosquitoes are 
gone, 

And there people now have a fine, healthy home. 

They are happy and well; if you want to know 
why— 

See page seven thirteen, UNrrrurtrco July. 


When John missed his palms, it worked on his 
brain, 

And he was not happy 'til he went back again. 

‘Round Panama's borders, it's a real surprise, 

What first was a swamp, is now paradise. 


Unirruitco, we hail thee! For many years 
known, nig 

Offering your fruit to pauper and crown: 

By steamer and railway, first-class, up-to-date— 

You send to Europe as well as the States. 


Your scientific art in its high degree, 

Your wireless and works of electricity— 

These all work together to grow the banana, 
That pearl of all fruit—like the heavenly manna. 


In all the time since world’s creation, 
Some wondrous sign of civilization 
Was given him who cared to use it— 
The swamp is now a place of profit. 
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My Dream 
Room 


By 
Edmund S. Whitman. 


New York 


Eprror’s Nore: When Mr. Whitman was in Tela, Honduras, he became 
acquainted with Mr. Morley Roberts of London who was in Central America gath- 
ering material for his forthcoming “Beyond the Earthquake Line”. Mr. Roberts 
wrote Mr. Whitman a letter which is here quoted in part: 


“ 


. + + Don’t forget to take out of the country all you can, I have always 


regretted not taking nates of my days and years in Australia, Western 
America, and Africa—to say nothing of other places. I've always relied on 
memory but ‘memory is no good’ as Hudson used to say. You may never use 
what you write, but again you may and if you do every word will bring back 
things clean forgotten. I find that in writing about Central America, for 
though I took notes, 1 didn’t take enough...” 
Following this counsel, Mr, Whitman began to typewrite his letters, keeping a 
copy of each. In this way he amassed a large amount of material, some of which he 
has passed on to us with the thought that it might be of general interest to readers 


of UNirrurrco. 


The first letter printed herewith deals with his “Dream Room"—the room he 
wanted his friends up north to think he had. Contrasted with it was his real room, 
much more interesting in the final analysis, as his parenthetical note will prove. 


(A letter written from Tela, Honduras, in 
January of 1924 to a friend in college up 
north. It pictures a room “cool and secluded” 
—a room I often dreamed of but never occu- 
pied! Imagination ran rife the night I wrote 
that letter. The scores of friends in the 
Tropics who knew my room above the Sta- 
tion will be the more amused to read about 
my dream quarters. They will recall that 
room I am sure—overlooking the sea, the 
wharf, the railroad yards, the Club, the Girls’ 
house, the General Office, the Commissary. 
They will remember it alike as a rendexvous 
of burly, banana-stained farm men and the im- 
maculately clad “city boys”—as the cynosure 
of all noise; the hoarse blasts from the steam- 
ers at the wharf, the shrill piping of the “Vic- 
tor” at her landing, the siren at the machine 
shop, the constant jangle of "phones, the plain- 
tive wail of Bill Mais rendering “Barney 
Google”—the cars below honking for passen- 
gers as the trains came in. Noise and people 
were part and parcel of that room. 

The names and faces I associate with that 
room would form a comprehensive and repre- 
sentative cross-section of our Company per- 
sonnel . . . Many Beasleys from Bob on 
through Buckner, the lyrical head of the tribe; 
the vociferous Hunsinger and his silent part- 
ner Aubrey Chute; Mais and Muldoon 


(rough-housers supreme); Harold White of 
the bland, blue eye; Paul Otter; Bobbie W ool- 
folk; and Kirby Enochs. Visitors and friends 
always welcome there such as Ernest Lazarus 
from Tegucigalpa, Verson Gooch from the 
General Office, Ev. Morris from Toloa, Cap- 
tain Card of the 8. 8. “Abangarex’”’, many 
others from ships, other Divisions, and forcign 
lands. I see again the lavish gumbo orgies 
staged by André Garsaud and his worthy 
henchmen... 1 hear Dr. Nutter matching 
wits with Jefe Davis. 1 recall other celebrities 
such as C. H. McClellan, Dr. Whitaker, 
Luis Sisto, Tom Woolfolk, Wilson Pop- 
enoe.... How different it all was from my 
dream room as portrayed in that letter): 


O FTEN my last conscious thought is 


one of intense gratitude for the physical joy 
brought to me by the tang of the sea air 
which bellows in through the colorful chintz, 
swept into my room from the mobile surface 
of the Caribbean. From my bed placed by 
the great Spanish window I can sometimes 
actually feel the salty spray on my cheek. On 
such nights, when the wind comes in from 
the booming sea and whistles through the 
coconut trees, I feel again as I must have in 
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some prehistoric incarnation when | might 


have been a predatory sea bird screaming 
down the mighty trade wind. My room is 
inundated with the clean, fresh smell of night 
air, heavy with rain, while overhead the sky 
presents a mass of swiftly moving clouds be- 
hind which the moon casts its fitful brilliance 
on a turbulent sea. And below me the long 
seething breakers hurl themselves against the 
shore and disappear in a swirl of foam into 
the darkness far up the beach. 

I should not neglect to add that there are 
other nights when the Caribbean lies peace- 
fully before me, its placid expanse shimmer- 
ing and dancing with countless discs of silver 
scattered lavishly by a luminous tropical moon. 
My reaction to this scene is more spiritual 
than physical and my enjoyment thus more 
difficult to express in words. But it is there 
just as keenly. Let me illustrate it this way. 
When the elements are raging I can curl 
up in my blanket and sleep with a child's 
faith in my heart, whereas on quiet nights 
the sheer beauty of the thing is so ineffable 
and overpowering that a peculiar inquietude 
comes upon me and dispels sleep and repose. 

These treasures of my heart, my mind and 
my eye—the sea, the wind, the thoughts they 
arouse—all are confined to my room. Ex- 
cept when I am protected by its cloistered 
seclusion I am strangely indifferent to Nature 
and comparatively impervious to flights of 
imagination. 

Naturally, then, I have done all I can to 
enhance the attraction of this inviolable store- 
house of fancies. I have had the cool plaster 
walls tinted a light and inoffensive blue, and 
my rugs are green and flaxen. What little 
furniture I possess is native mahogany and 
ciruelillo, doric in its simplicity. All wooden 
surfaces, my desk. the center table, bookcases, 
bureau, even the floor, are highly finished, pol- 


room 
the sta- 
tion overlook- 
ing the sea— 
the wharf— 
the _ railroad 
yards 


The 


above 


ished and as bare as they can be in the order 
of things. There is one large ash receiver 
made of beaten brass and fashioned by hand 
from an antique Castilian campana, There 
is a receptacle for my pipes, .a large shell 
picked up on a battle field long since forgot- 
ten. Little else worthy of mention may be 
found in my room to distract my thought. 

For only the big corner room upstairs is 
mine. The house itself belongs to Don Mi- 
guel Velasquez, scion of an Andalusian fam- 
ily, who has forsaken his aristocracy for the 
complicated and fascinating enterprise of 
growing bananas. We meet seldom, however, 
as an outside staircase with a trellised iron 
balustrade leads directly to my room. Thus 
my nocturnal prowling up the wild, wet beach 
may be undertaken in very scant apparel and 
without fear of waking the good duefio and 
his folk. 

The building is an unpretentious two- 
storied adobe structure. It enjoys the unique 
distinction of being one of the very few houses 
in the whole of Tela to possess two stories. 
Also its situation, commanding and yet by 
virtue of a splendid grove of young coconuts, 
delightfully secluded, sets it apart from all 
other dwellings. The exterior has been 
washed by countless rains and swept by count- 
less winds. Hence it is subtly tinctured by 
Mother Nature in the same noble pastels as 
her beach and her hillsides. 

So much for that. 


To get back to the room itself; the great 
open windows with their comfortable seats 
seem to constitute my entire kingdom. Here 
I recline after a hard day’s work and let my 
eve scan the transitory vistas below me. The 
glorious panorama of sea and palms, distant 
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purple mountains and the fan-shaped bay of 
lapis lazuli stretches before me. Sunsets and 
sunrises, the tropical moon, the kaleidoscopic 
sky patterns at dusk and dawn, the mists 
hanging low in the lush valley and drifting 
aimlessly up into the canyon—all mine. . 
Despite its seclusion my room is never- 
theless in a way the center of things in the 
little town of Tela. It is across the street 
from the station and facing on the ocean it 

overlooks all the activity of the wharf. Ships 
and trains, people and nature all seem to con- 
vene below my windows. Color and activity, 
sweat and starch, joy and glamor—all are 
spread before me. I know just when the 
trains come and go. At these times I sprawl 
on the window seats or hang indolently over 
the balcony to see the people, to exchange 
the Castilian compliments and invectives, in 
short to participate in the life without actu- 
ally joining its giddy stream... . 

I am the very first one to discern on the 
horizon the tiny speck which becomes the 
trim, white steamer come for bananas. ‘T'o 
my eye is discernible the brave sail of the 
Carib goleta proudly spread to the breeze far, 
far outside the confines of the bay. I can 
watch the Jamaican blacks sweat under heavy 
cargoes of bananas and coconuts, follow the 
bustle and noise of loading and discharging 
at the wharf, and yet, in a second, retire to 
the scrupulously clean and cool interior of my 
room. I have but to withdraw from the bal- 
cony to my window seat, call Benito, and in 
& moment partake of his frosted nectar in the 
dim, cool recesses of my chamber, 


Colonel Lindbergh and the 
“Spirit of St. Louis” flying 
over the Panama Canal on 
the last lap of his good-will 
flight to Mexico, Central and 
South America, and the West 
Indies. When the’ picture was 
taken the famous plane was 
almost directly above the S.S. 
“Limon” of the Great White 
Fleet on her way to San 
Francisco loaded with fine 
bananas 
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For three years my room has been impreg- 
nable, not only to man but to the wild, un- 
controlled demonstrations of the great God 
North Wind. 

I have sat behind bolted windows and seen 
the glorious waves loom big through driving 
rain, pile mercilessly on the quivering wharf, 
tear away cook houses and superstructures. 
Brave white steamers have been cut loose 
from their moorings with only half a cargo 
of bananas, and sent into the teeth of the 
grey-green maelstrom to fight it out with the 
elements. Sometimes a steamer would liter- 
ally disappear into the trough of a mighty 
sea, only to reappear jauntily through the 
mist, belching smoke and feathering the wa- 
ter with a furious propeller. 

Love and hate have enacted thei passing 
dramas before my’ windows. Often have I 
sat on my balcony in the darkness, smoking 
my pipe while the soft laughter, the political 
rallies, the lilt of “Afi Viejo Amor”, shouts 
from passing cars or the rumble of a train 
of bananas, shunted out through the darkness 
to the brilliantly lighted wharf, have been 
carried to my ears on the soft Summer breeze. 
Thus I have come to feel myself a part of 
this tiny town's courtship, strife and cama- 
raderie. 

Some different from the scholarly aspect of 
the campus which I recall so well through 
the leaded panes of your old room in Hol- 
worthy Hall! Harvard and Honduras. each 
with its traditions and customs. Fortunate 
the man who can understandingly look out 
of the windows of each in its turn! 


Bananas and Steam 
By Sanders W, Stanley. 


Marine Department, New Orleans 


Prior to the Civil War it was a matter 
of local, if not national interest, for a few 
bunches of bananas to arrive in the United 
States. In fact, most grandfathers—and many 
fathers—of the present generation can re- 
member when bananas were regarded as a 
curiosity, and most certainly a luxury on the 
family table. Without giving the matter due 
consideration the casual person might be in- 
clined to ask, “What has brought about the 
change in the position of the banana from a 
luxury to its humbler but far more important 
one as a national commodity? ‘To any one 
familiar with the banana as a highly perish- 
able product of the Tropics the answer is 
obvious—S team. 

Before the advent of steam vessels the mas- 
ter of a schooner could afford to risk a few 
bunches of bananas to the uncertainty of 
wind and wave, but it would have been 
highly imprudent for him to have risked sixty 
thousand or more bunches to those two ex- 
tremely problematical and capricious elements 
of sea weather. For while a cargo of lumber, 
for example, may go for months undamaged 
in the hold of a vessel, bananas are limited 
to a matter of days, and their successful trans- 
portation to a distant market becomes a race 
against time. In this race steam plays the 
stellar réle. 


All the wizardry of creative genius and of: 


finance, all the magic of constructive organi- 
zation, would stand helpless before the action 
of time on the fruit of the banana tree were 
it not for steam or one of its allied sources 
of power. Steam directed by genius has not 
only overcome the handicap of time but has 
been utilized to delay its action, for modern 
refrigerating machinery is an important fea- 
ture of most vessels engaged in the transporta- 
tion of bananas, Steam-driven locomotives 
hauling train loads of bananas from the 
plantations to loading wharfs; steam-driven 
conveyors utilized. in loading; steam-driven 
cargo vessels; steam-driven generators for 
driving electric motors that aid in cooling and 
ventilating—these, combined with refrigerat- 
ing machinery, have put the banana within 
the reach of every family in the United States, 
and have given the banana industry an inter- 
national scope. 

Without steam the now thriving com- 
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munities and cities situated at many points 
along the coast-line of Central America and 
in the West Indies would still be dismal 
swamp land—waste spaces of a world that 
demands year by year an ever-increasing 
utilization of its available soil in order to 
feed and clothe a steadily growing population. 
Pestilence and disease have been driven from 
these areas and thus steam has added to com- 
mercial enterprise a philanthropic and hu- 
manitarian concomitant. 

The part that steam plays in the banana 
industry makes the cost of the banana largely 
dependent upon the cost of steam, and there- 
fore every extra ton of oil or coal, the cost 
of every repair to steam-driven machinery, 
are inevitably matters of vital concern to every 
organization engaged in the banaa trade. The 
layman little realizes the inventive skill that 
has been utilized and the efficiency that has 
been developed in the machinery and in the 
operators in order to keep costs at a minimum, 
Thus the knowledge of the marine engineer 
and his ability to keep these costs down are 
assets to the company employing him, and will 
become even more so as competition in the 
industry grows keener and the market more 
nearly approaches a point of possible satura- 
tion—a point, by the way, that at the present 
time seems very remote. 

A reduction in the cost of steam and its 
application is an offset to the inevitable losses 
that occur in the banana industry, due to 
storm, flood, and parasitic diseases that attack 
the growng fruit and trees. Owing to these 
in many respects unavoidable losses, it be- 
comes all the more essential that unnecessary 
losses be eliminated in order to compensate for 
the tribute levied by nature. 

It has been said that “there was a time 
when they made wooden ships and iron men.” 
But wooden ships and iron men brought few 
bananas to the temperate zones. After the 
advent of iron ships driven by steam one can- 
not but concede that the founders of the ba- 
nana industry possessed an “iron nerve”. Yet 
steam played a major part in strengthening 
the nerve of the pioneers and at times helping 
them master overwhelming difficulties. Thus 
it is largely to steam that we owe the success 
of the banana industry—steam, coupled with 
the genius that directs it. 


American Pilgrimages in England 


Stoke Poges and Chalfont St. Giles 
i By G. Howard Law. Santa Marta 


Mr. Law, who was one of the group of young men selected a few months ago 
from England and the Continent by Mr. Gooch for service in the Tropics, has 
been appointed “reporter” to UNtFRUITCO for the Colombia Division. Anxious io make 
@ personal contribution in the form of an article for this issue, but feeling that his 
connection with the Unitep Frurr COMPANY had not been of sufficient duration 
to enable him to write with authority on the Company's activities, he has written 
this story of American Pilgrimage Abroad, by way of variety, 
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at Stoke Poges. The path is pleasant; a way 
full of beauty, often bordered by the um- 
brageous beeches for which Buckinghamshire 
is so justly famed. 


Presently, a stately tower surmounted by 
a tiny steeple—the original steeple having 
been removed temporarily, pending restora- 
tion work—is visible above the tops of the 
surrounding wealth of trees, and in a few 


St. Giles minutes the entrance to the churchyard is 
Church, reached. One enters, and standing beneath 
Stoke a finely designed archway beautifully executed 
Poges in wood, sees the famous church in its won- 


derful setting of rural charm and old-world 
quietude. Well-laid paths lead to the porch. 
Inside the church an atmosphere of peace and 
security, of centuries old piety prevails, of 
which the visitor is at once sensible. 
Bordering the carefully-tended churchyard, 
several of the trees immortalized by Thomas 
Gray in his “Elegy” are still alive, where 


Beneath those rugged elms, that yew 
tree’s shade, 

Where heaves the turf in many a 
mould’ring heap, 

Each in his narrow cell for ever laid, 

The rude forefathers of the hamlet 
sleep. 


For in this churchyard the poet composed 
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Aw the noble beeches of the County 


of Bucks, and within easy reach of London 
lie Stoke Poges and Chalfont St. Giles, places 
of deep interest and scenes of countless pil- 
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grimages. Surrounded by the sylvan beauty 
and singular charm of a county whose broad 
commons, sequestered lanes, old-world vil- 
lages, ancient churches, and half-timbered 
houses enhance and further the natural in- 
terest of a neighborhood so rich in historical 
associations, it is small wonder that the stream 
of visitors flows on unchecked. 

Leaving the busy main road near Slough, 
a meandering path, worn by many steps, leads 
over lush meadows to the church of St. Giles 


and wrote his incomparable stanzas which, 
with their simple dignity, exquisite phrasing 
and faultless choice of adjective, possibly com- 
prise the finest in the language. 

The fact that Gray spent years in perfect- 
ing this poem is well known, but it is inter- 
esting to observe that one improvement was 
due to the printers, Gray, when forwarding 
the poem to be printed, rendered the initial 
line of the first verse as “The curfew tolls, 
the knell of parting day.” The printers 
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omitted the comma, and upon receipt of 
proofs for correction Gray's sensitive car at 
once caught the unsuspected rhythm of “The 
curfew tolls the knell of parting day.” 

Near the east end of the church the poet 
now sleeps by the side of his mother, in the 
hallowed acre which he immortalized. A 
short distance away, outside the churchyard 
is erected a monument, standing in cloquént 
testimony to the memory of a great poet whose 
name wil! endure forever, ringing down the 
ages with undiminished splendor. 

Nearby, is the tiny village of Chalfont Sr 
Giles, where John Milton sought refuge dur 
ing the Great Plague of London in 1665. 
The cottage in which he lived and in which 
he finished writing ‘Paradise Lost” and 
“Paradise Regained” is still in existence. In 
teresting and valuable relics of Milton and of 
the period in which he moved may be seen in 
the small museum within the cottage. 

Leaving the quiet village, a short walk 
through the charming countryside dotted with 
burnished coppices and picturesque glades, 
brings one within sight of the high-roofed 
and jasmine-clad Jordan’s meeting-house. In 
side, the plain furniture is well in keeping 


Thomas Gray's 
Tomb. 


Stoke Poges 


John Milton's Cottage. Chalfont St. Giles 


with Quaker severity. On the walls may be 
seen inscribed lists of marriages celebrated 
in this historic building. 

In front of the meeting-house is the burial 
ground which, although possessing but few 
gravestones, is full of significant tiny mounds 
where honest Quakers, long since departed 
this life, lie sleeping peacefully. Many visi- 
tors come to Jordan's; for somewhere in this 
sacred patch of ground under the leafy canopy 
of shady trees, lies William Penn, the First 
Proprietor and Founder of Pennsylvania, who 
left England’s shores long years ago to found 
the state which bears his honored name. 


Jordan's meeting-house: 


the Dingle 
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The Sesimite 
By Ugly Bill 


| we are all born possessed 
with original sin. I am sure that I do not 
know and I doubt whether it has very much 
to do with the price of snuss in Denmark or 
the price of bananas in Boston. However, I 
do know that I was born with a very confid- 
ing nature and one that has been insulted and 
abused until my faith in the word of my fel- 
low man has been reduced to a point very 
closely resembling zero. 

My life has been one constant stream of 
disillusionment. I have held the sack of two 
perf organized snipe hunts in Kansas and 
I have fled madly from hydrophobia skunks 
in the heart of the Rocky Mountains. As a 
fresh, juicy young tenderfoot, I was chased 
by Indians for several miles in Wyoming only 
to find that, after all, the drinks were on me 
and that the only dangerous Indians drove 
racing cars. I was the principal actor in a 
“Yellow Dog” party in Louisiana, and while 
there I was persuaded to try tipping a quarter 
from a balanced position on my nose into a 
funnel stuck in my waist-band. I have bought 
gold bricks in Chicago, and only failed to buy 
a rubberneck wagon in the same place when 
I found that my pocket had been picked by a 
confiding stranger from Arkansas. 

Perhaps the last remaining shreds of my 
trust fell from me when I found that a pros- 
pective wife, described by Cupid’s Messenger, 
the official organ of the Lonely Souls Society, 
as “young, wealthy and blonde”, was young 
enough and blonde enough, and that she was 
rapidly becoming wealthy by virtue of the 
transportation sent her by aspiring young 
swains and then forfeited as heart balm when 
they discovered that she was extremely hunch- 
backed and approximately four feet in height. 
At that time I decided that henceforth I would 
shun the haunts of men and go forth into the 
wilderness and carve out my own destiny. 

With that in view I began to correspond 
with various companies having interests in the 
Tropics. Finally I went to New Orleans, 
called at the Untrep Frurr Company's of. 
fices and had a talk with Mr. Parks. I came 
out of his office in a daze. I needed but to close 
my eyes to see the glint of moonlight on 
tufted palms, to hear the roar of the surf on 


tropic shores, and to see the flutter of an 
applauding handkerchief as I stood ‘neath a 
barred balcony and the strum of my guitar 


“whispered love's message to a beautiful sefio- 


rita within. Incidentally, I was convinced 
that I should come to Tela to experience those 
and other joys, and that upon arriving here 
I would have to be very careful in order not 
to become a manager within a few months. 


So a few days later I came to Honduras, 
still nursing my skeptical attitude towards 
mankind. Immediately after coming here I 
was assigned as timekeeper to one of the over- 
seers. I’ve heard the surf and I’ve seen the 
moonlight; but the only attempt I made to 
play a guitar met with a response in pure 
Jamaican. As a timekeeper I have straddled 
a mean mule, but I have had little trouble in 
keeping below the rank of a mandador. How- 
ever, my arrival here marked a mile-stone, a 
turning-point in my life. And here is the 
reason. In Honduras it seems to be impos- 
sible for a man to tell a falsehood. Since 
living here I have heard some of the biggest 
lies that it has ever been my pleasure to listen 
to, and they have all turned out to be the 
truth, As soon as I remark, “Gee, what a 
whopper!” I get the cold, clammy eye of re- 
proach and someone hastens to verify the tale 
in question. 

After supper on the farm, we would gather 
on the porch and discuss bananas, what the 
girls were or weren't wearing in the States, 
and strange things that had happened to those 
present. There was the mandador, an en- 
gineer named Charlie who was stationed there 
at that time, and myself. The mandador’s 
stories were mostly about bananas, of which 
I saw enough in the daytime; but the tales 
of the engineer always excited my wonder 
and I listened to them eagerly, in a manner 
befitting a neophyte. 

One night in particular my envy was ex- 
cited. Charlie's talk had rambled for a while 
and I had heard of the time he swam the 
Ulua River on a dare and on the way hack 
was convoyed by two huge and friendly croco- 


474 


March, 1928 


diles who pressed their clammy noses against 
him in order to ascertain what strange crea- 
ture this was in their native element and 
caused a frantic but vain effort to outdistance 
them and a subsequent terror-stricken attempt 
to scramble up the steep, slippery bank. He 
concluded, “I yelled, cried and implored the 
aid of the Deity, and finally someone grabbed 
me and pulled me up the bank.” 


T nen his talk drifted to night hunting, 
and he produced the astonishing information 
that he had shot a sesimite. To my eager ques- 
tion as to the nature of a sesimite, he replied 
that it was a man-beast, an ogre whose name 
was sufficient to frighten the little children 
when they were bad. 

While working in Toloa Lagoon running 
an investigation line, he had noticed that there 
was one place where the mules would not 
pass. Upon asking the men the reason he was 
told that it was because a sesimite had been 
there. One day when he was working near 
that place, one of his men passed him going 
for camp at a dead run. Charlie quickly 
swung his transit around, stared down the 
line, and looked a great hairy beast in the 
face. It was erect and coming down the 
piquete towards him, and although it was 
several hundred feet away, the power of the 
instrument made it appear to be but a few 
feet from him. Charlie let out a yell and 
started after his gang, who by that time were 
in full flight. By virtue of his long legs he 
easily beat them to camp. 

After arriving in camp, however, Charlie 
began to feel ashamed of himself. So that 
night he took his hunting light and shotgun 
and went out to the place where he had seen 
the beast. All was very quiet and he walked 
a long way without seeing or hearing any- 
thing. At the very edge of the Lagoon, a 
gigantic shape with fire-lighted eyes suddenly 
rose in the path before him. It seemed like 
a bad dream. Charlie tried to run, he tried 
to yell, but his legs and his lungs seemed 
paralyzed. The beast started towards him. 
Charlie tried to raise his gun but it seemed to 
weigh a ton. Just as he thought it was too late 
the barrel of the gun came level with the 
great hairy beast and Charlie pulled the trig- 
ger. ‘The creature gave a hideous, unearthly 
yell and dived into the swamp, apparently 
uninjured by the charge of buckshot. Charlie 
returned to camp, walking backward most of 
the way. He said that for days the scream 
of the beast echoed in his ears, The day after 
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this episode his camp was moved and he had 
no chance to go hunting again for some weeks. 

The story finished, Charlie remarked that 
he had told Mr. Barnett about it, much to 
that gentleman’s amusement. “But some 
day,” concluded Charlie, “I'll kill the sesi- 
mite and séhd the hide to him.” 

“Oh,” I thought to myself, “what a lie!” 
In my distrust of mankind I went to bed that 
night convinced that tropical. liars were as 
abundant as tropical bananas. 

However, a few weeks later I was talking 
to another engineer who had been in the Trop- 
ics for some time. I told him the story that 
Charlie had related to me, expecting a laugh 
at the absurdity of the thing. He glanced at 
me queerly. “But it’s true, you know,” he 
said. “At least, mainly so. After Charlie's 
experience he wouldn't go out—left transit 
and everything in the bush—so they moved 
him away from there. But he came back a 
little later, shot the beast and sent the hide 
to Mr. Barnett. They say that it was six 
feet tall and had a tail like a horse. The 
laborers refer to it as oso caballo, and they 
say that it is the only one ever found outside 
of South America, where it is known as the 
tamanoir.”’ 

I was silent. What can one say when the 
worst lie that he has ever heard turns out to 
be the truth? I am rapidly regaining my 
faith in human nature. I have sent for the 


address of “a charming young widow, 


brunette, moderate means”, who is a fellow 
member of the Lonely Souls Society, and with 
my savings as a timekeeper I am seriously 
thinking of buying a share in a typhoon-proof 
skyscraper in Miami. 


Here we have a 
snapshot of our 
good friend, Mr. 
Verson Gooch, 
taken while 
punting on the 
Thames during 
his trip abroad 
last Fall 


i | 

H 
i} 

| 
ii 


0 Se ee ie he et EE 


D 


= 


TROPICAL 
[VISION 


S 3 


Impressions of a Timekeeper 
By A. J. H. Hopper 


Timekeeper, Eskimo Farm, Guatemala 


W uen I announced my intention of 
taking a job in Central America and of 
quitting the running of a gasoline service sta- 
tion to do so, the folks with whom I was 
staying in Toronto thought I was crazy and 
told me so without hesitation. “Fool idea,” 
they said, “to want to go grow bananas in 
some outlandish spot where you have to speak 
Spanish, perhaps die of malaria or simply pass 
out through sheer boredom.” 

However, as I had come from Australia 

mainly in the hope of joining the Unrrep 
Frurr Company, when the chance came | 
thought that it was at least worth a try. 
“Not a great deal of time was given me in 
preparation for final leave-taking, but as I had 
been half expecting to go I was able to get 
away in a hurry. Once on the train bound 
for New York, some slight doubts certainly 
assailed me. I had no very clear idea of 
what I was letting myself in for. The only 
description of conditions which I had received 
was from an old school friend who was work- 
ing in the Banes Division. His ideas, how- 
ever, did not necessarily hold good for Guate- 
mala, Anyway, I thought that I would be 
adding a few more places to those I had al- 
ready seen and with the added attraction of 
home leave at the end of three years. Any- 
thing is worth trying once and if one is not 
satisfied similar experiences can be avoided 
in the future. 

The S. S. Metapan left New York on 
August 6, and after a voyage all too short 
which took in the ports of Santiago, Kingston, 
Puerto Castilla and Tela, I landed at Puerto 
Barrios. On the way down I had had the 
good fortune to meet quite a number of Com- 
pany men returning to various Divisions after 


leave and from them I gleaned sufficient 
scraps of general knowledge to assure me 
that life in a tropical banana division, at 
worst, could not be less attractive than the 
life of an immigrant farm laborer in Aus- 
tralia. At any rate the doubts still remaining 
were soon dissipated by a rising interest. 1 
was confident that my new experience was 
going to prove of more use to me as a job 
than the work I had been doing in Canada. 
A two-hour journey in a rackety train 
brought me to Virginia, Divisional Headquar- 
ters. Here I was greeted by a huge figure 
of a man, whom I found to be the Superin- 
tendent of Agriculture and who handed me 
over to one of the staff of the Agricultural 
Office. After lunch the individual in whose 
custody I was, turned me loose in his quarters 
until such time as the next train arrived which 
would carry me back to some place called 
Bananera where I would be taken care of and 
passed along to my destination. While wait- 
ing I had ample time to reflect that if these 
rooms were any criterion of the general living 
conditions, life in the Tropics could not be as 
bad as I had been led to expect by my friends. 
By five-thirty I was in Bananera where I 
spent the night and after lunch the next day 
I was collected bag and baggage and invited 
to climb aboard what the colonials elegantly 
term a “gas buggy”. This vehicle was a 
sumptuous affair, being painted a brilliant 
blue and having a white canopy overhead 
which gave most welcome shade to both pas- 
sengers and driver. The latter was the super- 
intendent of the district to which I was des- 
tined and he very quickly put me at my ease. 
From what I heard on the way I was certain 
that I was going to like the work and those 
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1 worked for. Inquiries as to the use of trac- 
tors and agricultural machinery brought to a 
speedy end any hopes I had entertained of 
coming in contact with such work, but new 
interests have to a certain extent filled the 
gap caused by a total separation from a class 
of work with which I had long been familiar. 

The friends in Canada had also informed 
me that I would find that long sojourn in 
the Tropics would kill all sense of humor and 
joi de vivre in a man, but they were certainly 
misinformed, for taking only a single instance 
in the person of my new chief, I found in 
him a sense of humor and a fund of anecdote 
which definitely contradicted such dismal fore- 
bodings; and since then I have found many 
similar tropical friends. 

Life certainly seemed good to me and when 
I learned that I was to start under an English 
overseer I felt. that I was being treated with 
consideration. My first glimpse of this over- 
seer sticks in my memory. The car stopped 
opposite a path leading up to a house far 
superior to anything I had hoped for. The 
place was surrounded by well-clipped lawns 
and hedges. At the front door, at the head 
of a flight of steps, stood an amazingly tall 
individual, also amazingly thin, clad in a 
gorgeous silk bath-robe of vivid hues. Ap- 
parently he had been unprepared for visitors 
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for one-half of his face was covered with a 
rich lather of shaving soap. I was duly in- 
troduced and soon felt at home and in a few 
weeks the overseer and | became good friends. 
Here again was proved the smallness of the 
globe, for as we had both lived near Lon- 
don we found we had several mutual friends. 
Farm life in the Tropics is very different 
from farm life in the colonies. After working 
with my hands for well over four years hav- 
ing to perform all sorts of distasteful tasks, 
I found it pleasant to be somewhat nearer the 
other end of the stick. Life at Arapahoe 
was a great change to me and I have very 
pleasant recollections of a comic-opera cook, 
who would surely make a hit on the stage at 
home and whose handiwork far outshone food 
I have eaten on farms elsewhere. 
Personally, after a few months in Guate- 
mala, I feel that I have found a job to which 
I can stick for good. Even so, at times, I'd 
give my shirt for a chance to drive an auto- 
mobile once more or get hold of a refractory 
tractor to play around with for a while. 1 
find it is taking some time to settle down to 
an existence minus automobiles, minus roads 
and minus any sort of mechanical work. But, 
why worry? Life is good—a steady job, 
plenty of scope to realize ambition and three 
good meals are surely sufficient unto the day. 


Banes 


February 9, 1928 


W E are glad to have Mr. A. W. Mills, 
Division Accountant of the New York Divi- 
sion, as a visitor to the Banes Division. Mr. 
Mills is spending a few days with us, having 
come over from Preston. 

Other visitors to Banes are Miss Elizabeth 
Beal, of Manchester, Mass., who is visiting 
with Mr. and Mrs. John Mitchell, and Mr. 
G. K. March, of Spokane, Wash., who is a 
guest of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Jack. 

During the past month we have had the 
pleasure of visits from the following: Mr. 
R, E. Helmer, Chief Engineer of the Schutte 
& Koerting Company, Philadelphia, Pa., who 
came to look over the installation of con- 
densers made by his Company in Central 
Boston during the past dead season; Mr. A. 
L. Webre, retained by the Company as Con- 


sulting Engineer for the Sugar Divisions, who 
is here on his annual visit; and Mr. K. L. 
Curtis, Research Engineer of the Interna- 
tional Process and Engineering Corporation 
of New York. 

At the commencement of crop, several of 
the older timekeepers received promotion and 
the new ones were transferred to other farms 
in order to broaden their experience, The 
promotions and transfers were as follows: 
B. M. Jordan, Timekeeper, Cuatro Veredas 
Farm, to Pion Farm as Assistant Overseer; 
P. R. Frink, Timekeeper, Calabazas Farm, 
to Deleite Farm as Assistant Overseer; Wil- 
liam Childs, Timekeeper, Naranjo Dulce 
Farm, to Lindero Farm as Assistant Over- 
seer; J. F. Lord, Timekeeper, Cafiada Honda 
Farm, to Assistant Inspector Colonos, Los 
Angeles District; Mark Trafton, Timekeeper, 
Jagueyes Farm, to Tasajeras Farm as Over- 
seer; H. D. Piper, Timekeeper, La Raya 
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Farm, to’Naranjo Dulce Farm; and L. Lamb, 
Timekeeper, Duruti Farm, to Entronoque 
Farm. 

New ‘Timekeepers arriving during the 
month were: Ben L. Melton, G. F. Stark 
and Thomas O’Leary. Mr. Clifford H. 
Epps, another new employee, holds the posi- 
tion of Foreman in the Agricultural Ma- 
chine Shop. 

Mr. E. C. Sara, Assistant to Superin- 
tendent, recently returned from Camaguey 
witha string of fourteen horses, purchased by 
him for the Company as mounts. 

We regret to announce the approaching de- 
parture from the Division of Mr. and Mrs. 
Colin Shaw and Mr. C. E. Hutzler. Mr. 
and Mrs. Shaw are returning to Jamaica. 
Mr. Hutzler goes to Boston. Although the 
entire Division is sorry to lose them, we wish 
them the best of luck in their respective new 
environments. 


—_— 


1928 Crop 


The “Dead Season” has given way to the 
activities of the “Crop Season”, and the en- 
tire Agricultural Department is now function- 
ing with its usual vigor and interest. 

We started cutting cane on January 11 
with 74 contractors, 1442 cutters, 2818 bulls, 
462 caterpillar carts, and 8 tractors employed 
in Company cane. On January 15, when the 
mill commenced grinding, the Agricultural 
Department had 737 cars of cane ready to 
be ground. 

Our Haitian cutters have now all arrived, 
making a total of 4500 in the Banes Division. 
Upon their arrival from Preston, the Haitians 
a received by members of the agricultural 
staff, 

On February first, a census showed a total 
of 7388 workers in Company cane, who cut 
and loaded 528 cars of cane on February 2. 

At 6:00 A. M. Sunday morning, January 
15, Central Boston commenced its 1928 
grinding season, after eight months of exten- 
sive reformation of machinery and installa- 
tion of new equipment. The factory got off 
to one of the best starts in its history and the 
results at the present writing, or the end of 
the third week of grinding, are very gratify- 
ing and indicate that the additional equipment 
installed during the past dead season has in- 
creased the efficiency of the factory consider- 
ably. To date the mill has ground 101,000 
tons of cane and produced 47,000 bags of 
sugar. 


Unrrrvitco 


Snaps from Banes Division 
Mr. J. J. Brickley 


Assistant to the Superintendent of Agriculture 


Mr. Brickley joined the Company in 
January, 1925, coming direct from 
the Ontario Agricultural College, 
Guelph, Canada, Before being made 
Assistant to the Superintendent of 
Agriculture, he was Junior Over- 
seer at Caimana, in charge of culti- 
vation, live stock and equipment and 
Overseer at Cuatrocientes Rosas 
Farm 


Exit Anopheles! 


Maz J. A. CORRIGAN and Mr. R. 
Hale, specialists in Sanitation, are with us and 
as a result Anopheles mosquitoes are now 
scarce throughout the Division. Mr. Corri- 
gan’s “ladle”, used for detecting the Anopheles 
in its breeding places, has been introduced in 
the Division, and will probably hang with 
the machete on the saddle of every overseer. 

Under the able direction of Messrs. Corri- 
gan and Hale, our anti-malaria campaign is 
now in full swing and much interest is shown 
by the employees of the Division in the ex- 
termination of the elusive mosquito. This 
interest is noted especially in the “Campo”, 
where breeding places of the mosquito exist, 
and the District Superintendents, as well as 
the Overseers and Timekeepers, are to be 
complimented on the results obtained in their 
respective districts and farms. 

Malarial fever has been reduced to a min- 
imum, especially among the Haitian laborers. 

(Turn to page 493) 
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Colombia 


Association Football 


T uroucu the help of the management 
it has been possible for us to form a football 
team. A meeting for this purpose convened 
on January 8. It was well attended, and the 
following officers were elected: President, T. 
Bradshaw; Team Captain, H. J. Gregory; 
Vice-Captain, A. Dillon; Secretary-Treasurer, 
C. G, Elgie. The management of the Club 
was entrusted to a committee comprising the 
elected officers as a whole. 

The name “United Football Club” was de- 
cided upon ; and the Club colors are to be blue 
and white. The Club membership is very sat- 
isfactory, and we have enrolled our first Hon- 
oy Member in the person of Mr. n ae 2 

cil. 

The first matches were played with the 
S. S. Manistee. 


Both teams opened the first game in con- 


fident style and some sharply contested play. 


took place in mid-field. Exerting pressure, 
the, United forwards forced the ball into the 
visitors’ territory, keeping the halves busily 
engaged in defensive work. An attack by 
Manistee was repulsed. A good clearance 
saw the United attacking hard, a well-or- 
ganized movement resulting in Jones register- 
ing the first goal. United were still leading 
1-0 when the teams crossed over, Manistee 
pressed hard, and a mélée in the United goal- 
mouth saw Petch score a well-deserved goal, 
made possible by clever work on the part of 
Davies. United drew rapidly ahead and the 
match ended with the score of 7-1 in their 
favor, Of the seven goals registered five were 
made by Jones, Gregory getting the other two. 
For the return match, Manistee fielded a 
stronger side. The players quickly settled 
down, both sets of forwards gave of their 
best, and the defence on each side was fre- 
quently tested. Manistee pressed early, and 
a sharp tussle outside the penalty area re- 
sulted in play being transferred to the United 
right wing. The ball was forced out, and 
from the throw-in the homesters obtained pos- 
session, A forward rush, in which clever 
footwork was Prominent, resulted in keen 
play in the visitors’ territory. At half-time, 
er, no score had been made by either 

side. Manistee played well after the in- 
terval, some pretty bouts of passing taking 


place among the forwards. Sharp play re- 
sulted, and a well-timed movement by the 
United saw Gregory score. Goals were reg- 
istered shortly afterwards by Gregory and 
Jones. Rallying, Manistee pressed hard, but 
were held by the United backs. A fourth goal 
was scored by Gregory shortly before the end 
of the match. 


In the match between the United Football 
Club and the S. S. Coronado, played on Jan- 
uary 20, fairly even play resulted during the 
first half. Several pressing movements were 
carried out by the United, one of which ter- 
minated in a goal by Gregory. 

Crossing over, the superiority of the home 
team became manifest, and goals were scored 


Niall (3), Jones (2), and Downing 
(2). 


Result: United Football Club—8; S. S. 
Coronado—O. 


The S. S. Motagua on January 27 played 
the United. The boat sent ashore a good 
team, which played a sound game. Goals 
were scored for the United by Gregory and 
Whybrew, giving the homesters a comfort- 
able lead at half time. Gregory scored a sec- 
ond goal shortly before the end of the match. 

Result: United Football Club—3; S. S. 
Motagua—O. 


In the game with the §. S. Bayans on Feb- 
ruary 3, the United suffered their first defeat 
at the hands of a strong team. A sharply con- 
tested struggle took place from the very start, 
and after 30 minutes Bayano were leading by 
one goal to nothing. 

Shortly after resuming Gregory equalized. 

strong visiting forwards, however, were 
fast and aggressive, and scored 4 more goals 
without reply. 

Result: United Football Clubh—1; S$. S. 


Bayano—5. 


The Santa Marta played us on February 5. 
The match resulted in a victory for the loca! 
team. The Visitors proved to be fast, deter- 
mined, and possessed of excellent bal! control. 
Santa Marta scored first. From the centre, 


a clever run through by Gregory and Jones 
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resulted in the latter scoring. With the score 
one all, Santa Marta attacked vigorously, and 
scored two further goals before the interval. 

The visitors’ pace, and control of the ball 
in the air, were responsible for their adding 
3 further goals to the score before the final 
whistle sounded. 

Result: United Football Club—1; Santa 
Marta—6. 


In the match with the S. S. Changuinola 
played February 10, the game opened well, 
with the Changuinola forwards constantly at- 
tacking. Good team-work resulted in their 
obtaining a one-goal lead at 30 minutes. 

Shortly afterwards Gregory equalized, 
while further goals were added by Ker, Jones 
(2), and Gregory (4). Changuinola scored 
again 15 minutes before the game terminated. 

Result: United Football Club—8; S. S. 
Changuinola—2. 


A novel golf tournament, promoted by Mr. 
C. G. Lippard, Chief Clerk, Accounting De- 
partment, took place on Saturday, February 4, 
Keen interest was displayed in the competi- 
tion, the excellent entry of 30 players being 
received. 

Each competitor was allowed to choose one 
club only with which to play a full round of 
the course. 

The winner proved to be Mr. Lippard who, 
using a mashie, returned a score of 52, fol- 
lowed by O. D. Honiball and T. Bradshaw 
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with scores of 54 and 55 respectively. The 
three prizes offered in connection with the 
competition were awarded these three gentle- 
men. 


February 7, 1928 

We are pleased to see Mr. J. Oberle, Mas- 
ter Mechanic of the Santa Marta Railway, 
out of Hospital and almost recovered from 
the effects of his recent illness and operation. 

We heartily congratulate Dr. and Mrs. 
Gonzalez upon the birth of a daughter on 
February 7. To make use of a hackneyed 
phrase—mother and child are both doing well 
—while Dr. Gonzalez, who is attached to our 
Hospital staff, certainly looks the part of the 
proud father. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Slane and their 
charming two-year old daughter, Patricia, 
have returned from the States after an ex- 
tended absence due to ill health. We are 
glad to report that they have completely re- 
covered, 

We also have with us again Mr. F. A. 
Hatch, our Senior Assistant to Manager. 
During his vacation in the States, Mr. Hatch 
acquired a movie Kodak and eighteen pounds. 
Not even the Oldest Inhabitant ever saw 
him weigh so much. 

We take this opportunity to welcome Miss 
Nona Corbett, our new nurse. Miss Corbett 
replaces Miss Mary Walsh, who has been 
transferred to the Preston Division as Ma- 
tron. While we hated to lose Miss Walsh, 
we are pleased at her promotion. 


The Annual Dinner, Cristobal Division 


S INCE the inception two years ago of the 
annual dinner of the Cristobal Division, this 
event is looked forward to eagerly by every 
employee of the Division. Dictionaries are 
searched, gestures are studied and many secret 
hours are spent before mirrors. One never 
knows in what manner or on what subject he 
may be called upon to speak, and the uncer- 
tainty adds zest to anticipation. 

The dinner this year on January 19 dif- 
fered from its predecessors in that the ladies 
were present. Previous annual gatherings 
were stag affairs, at which the business of the 
Division was discussed, and although thor- 
oughly enjoyable, they lacked the brightening 


touch which the presence of ladies brings to 
such an occasion. 

The Manager's home was decided upon as 
the scene of the banquet, and tables in the 
form of a U were placed in the dining and 
living rooms, which were thrown into one. 
Fifty-four members of the Division attended, 
and Mr. M. C. O’Hearn, Vice President in 
Charge of Northern Domestic Divisions, and 
Captain W. C. Towell, Master of the S. S 
Ulua, were present as guests. 

Prior to the time set for the dinner the 
spacious porches of the Manager’s quarters 
were thronged with small groups. The get- 
together spirit prevailed and there was a con- 
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tinuous circulating from one group to another. 
The affairs of the Company were discussed 
and settled for all time, as is usual with gath- 
erings of this kind. A more united, loyal, yet 
light-hearted crowd of employees has rarely 
assembled, and, as a close observer remarked, 
the name “United Fruit Company” was well 
chosen. The tables were decorated with tropi- 
cal flowers of gorgeous hues. Coral vine, red 
and purple Bougainvillea abounded, entwined 
with cosmos and trumpetflowers, and here and 
there small, varicolored electric lights gleamed 
among the foliage. Hand-painted Japanese 
place cards designated the appointed seat of 
each merrymaker. Favors for the ladies, in 
the form of vanity combs, were concealed in 
their napkins, 

The menu was a take-off on the names of 
some of the employees, from the cocktail to 
the coffee. The food was excellent and the 
most pronounced gourmet could not have 
found anything lacking, The menu follows 
as proof of this: 


Cocktail “Paul” 
Celery stuffed avec “Cheeseman” 
“Powers” pickles “Osorio” olives 


“White” fish 
“Wood” chips “Curley” cucumbers 
Filet de “Ham” 
Chicken a la “King” 

“Kirby” fritters Beets “Hewett” 
Pomme de Terre au “Bailey” 
“Green” salad—“Thelma” dressing 
Ice Cream “Cohn” “Lacy” cakes 
Nuts des “Graves” Dates avec “Dorothy” 
Cheese & la “Gorin” Crackers a la “Daly” 
Coffee “Brown” 


Mr. Paul West, Division Manager, who 
assumed the role of toastmaster, first called 
on Mr. David Sasso, in charge of the Cristo- 
bal Cable Bureau, for a few remarks, 
“Davey”, in his usual efficient manner, re- 
lated his experiences with the Unrrep Frurr 
Company since 1916. The next speaker was 
Mr. Abraham Simons, who has been con- 
nected with Isthmian shipping for the past 
thirty years. Mr. Simons’ remarks, which 
pertained to shipping in the old days on the 
Isthmus, were of great interest. Messrs. 
Daly, Hamilton, Hewett, Gorin, Raymond 
and Wilson were then called upon in the 
order named. 


One of the sparkling hits of the evening 
was when the Division , after a witty 
introduction in which he narrated that in the 


UnNniIFrvuitreo 


past, affairs of this kind were of the stag 
order, explained that the question of invitee 
the ladies had been discussed time and again. 
and that this year he was determined that 
they should have the same enjoyment from the 
annual banquet as the men. His motto was 
“Equal rights for men—and women.” “The 
presence of the ladies lent brilliancy and tome. 
and their looks proclaimed the fact that thes 
were thoroughly enjoying themselves. It was. 
therefore, natural that some speaker should 
be found in their ranks to voice their feelings. 
Miss Kirby Ferguson was invited to address 
the gathering, and in a vivacious and charm- 
ing manner she responded, after which Mix« 
Thelma Vaughn made a little speech, Mr. 
O'Hearn, whom we all know—whom every - 
body knows—the friend of every man, wo 
man, child, stray dog and decrepit automobile 
on the Zone, furnished a fitting conclusion 
to a glorious evening. He complimented Mr. 
West and the employees of Cristobal Division 
on the excellent results obtained in the Diwi- 
sion. Mr. O’Hearn attributed these results 
to the spirit of cooperation which exists under 
the very capable leadership of the Division 
Manager. He also told of his early days on 
the Isthmus and his recent days there, and he 
further remarked on his days north in New 
York and Boston. His discourse was liberally 
illustrated with characteristic “Mat: 
O’Hearn” stories, and seeing him at the head 
of our table we all felt at home. After the 
coffee had arrived and the dinner had come 
to an end, adjournment was proclaimed and 
all trooped to various places of amusement. 

The Southern Cross was high in the 
heavens, and the tropic moon was disappearing 
in space, when many of the United F ruiters 
wandered home. Yet when the office doors 
were flung open at 8:00 A. M. the follow- 
ing morning not one member of Cristobal staff 
failed to answer the roll call. 

The annual dinner of Cristobal Division, 
1928, was the best evening's entertainment im 
our memory and we all fervently hope that 
we may attend many such annual affairs. 

LS 

“How long have you been working for 
the Swivel Company ?” 

“Ever since old Swivel threatened to dis- 
charge me."”—Pitt Panther. 

“Mary,” inquired the mistress, suspiciously, 
“did you wash the fish carefully before you 
baked it?” 7 

“Why, ma’am, replied Mary, “what's the 
use of washin’ a fish that’s lived all his life 
in the water?” 


~~ 


These old photographs, taken in Costa Rica in the early days of the extremely 
difficult construction of the former Costa Rica Railway running from Limon to San 
Jose, were contributed to Unifruitco by Mr. H. T. Cartmel of A. J. Shepherd & 
Company, General European Agents of the United Fruit Company 

The upper picture is a view of San Jose taken from the Railway Station, and the 
lower shows a part of the old Metina Bridge construction 
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Employees from Almirante and the farms enjoyed a delightful outing at our Chan- 


guinola Country Club last month. 


tropical setting 
TELIRE 

Those in 
Osborne, W. 
Misses Mamie Murphy, Ruby 
Mrs. James Morris, Mrs. E. V. 
ing, A. J. Woolery, W. A. Bliek, 
E. Smith, E. A. LeBlanc, John Murphy. 

(On car)—Messrs, 


rivaled any mental picture. 


Personals 


De W. E. DEEKS, General Manager 
of our Medical Department, with Dr. Basil 
Wilson of Jamaica and Dr. Marshall Barber, 
and Mr. William Komp of the U. S. Public 
Health Service, arrived here on January 1, 
Drs. Deeks and Wilson sailed on the 3rd; Dr. 
Barber and Mr. Komp took a fancy to our 
Division and will remain here for four or five 
weeks, 

Speaking of the Medical Department re- 
minds us that Dr. QO, T. Brosius, Superin- 
tendent of Almirante Hospital, recently re- 
turned from vacation in New York and his 
home in Chicago. 


added to the enjoyment of the pil 
picture (left to right )—Mrs, 
R. Clark, C. D. Tibbetts, Geo. Rice, F. E. Henry, Geo. Olsen, R. Paterson 
Cover, Dolores Ransford, Odili 
S. Arbouin, A. C. Sawyer, 
George Moore, J. H, Permar, A. C. F. van Peski, Morse 


The accompanying picture shows the party assembled 
before they merrily entered upon rounds of golf, hikes, 
sun’s bright blaze from a cloudless sky was tempered by a cool s 
The trip there and 
grimage. 

R. Paterson, 


refreshments and pow-wows. Thx 
ea breeze, and the beautiful 
back in our comfortable car 
Messrs. W. C. Farrar, J. E 


Pardo, Gertrude Hazen 
James Morris, W. F. Kear- 


J. C. Stuart, F. Romero, Dudley Cover, E. V. §. Arbouin, Mrs. 
W. C. Farrar, Mrs. D. C. MacGowan, Miss M. A. Kenney, 


Mrs. A.C. § 


awyer. 


The Chiriqui Land Company recently 
claimed three of our men when Messrs. C. 
G. Wrestler, Overseer, Walter R. Clerk, Ac- 
counting Department, and James Kilgour. 
Material & Supply Department, were trans- 
ferred to that Company, 


Mr. G. P. Cooper, formerly of our Re- 
search Department, has returned to Chan- 
guinola where he js busily engaged collecting 
tropical wood samples for Yale School of 
Forestry. 


Mr. Gilbert Wray, 
Wray, returned from 


Overseer, and Mrs. 
Jamaica where they 


have been vacationing, 


Mr. B. E. Bookout of our Agricultural De- 
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partment and Mrs. Bookout are back from 
vacation spent in the South and West. A 
three-months’ old Boston Terrier pup came 
trailing in with them; he has the marks of 
a prize winner. 

Mr. T. Henricksen of Costa Rica Division 
passed through here en route to Cristobal. 

Mr. P. Lange, Cacao Inspector from Costa 
Rica, visited us during January and thor- 
oughly enjoyed himself going through our 
cacao cultivations, 

Mrs. W. H. Hall and son, George, have 
returned from a visit to the Isthmus. 

Mr. Jack Barnett of our Electrical De- 
partment came back to his work full of pep 
after a visit to the bleak North. 


Promotions 


We are pleased to announce the appoint- 
ment of Mr. J. H. Clower to the position of 
Superintendent of Farms, Panama Division, 
effective January |, 1928. 

Mr. Clower was born on January 26, 1883, 
at Holmes County, Mississippi. He entered 
the Company's service on October 1, 1913 as 
Assistant Mandador of Jose Farm; on June 
4+ he was promoted to Mandador and given 
charge of Isla Grande Farm. 

On January 1, 1920, he became Superin- 
tendent of Sixaola North District and was 
later moved to Sixaola South District as 
Superintendent. 

Mr. Clower, with his long experience in 
Panama Division, is particularly well fitted 
for his new assignment and has our hearty 
congratulations on his well-merited promo- 
tion. 

Mr. Fred E. Henry, Assistant Chief Clerk 
of our Accounting Department, has been 
transferred to Guatemala Division and pro- 
moted to position of Chief Clerk. 

Mr. Henry was born at Kingston, Mas- 
sachusetts, June 16, 1901. He was first en- 
gaged by the Tela Railroad Company as clerk 
on June 30, 1923, and remained at Tela until 
April 13, 1927, when he was transferred to 
the Truxillo Railroad Company. In July of 
the same year he was promoted and trans- 
ferred to Panama Division as Assistant Chief 
Clerk. 

His new assignment to Guatemala makes 
him a 4-Division man, and we hope his good 
work and success continue. 

Cristobal Division gained from our loss of 
Mr. George P. Smith, Overseer, who left 
here January 4 on the S. S. Saramacca for 
that Division. 

Mr. William E. Fay, Railway Department, 
has returned from Panama City. 
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Almirante’s Album 
Page X 


Me. GEORGES WILMET, our clever 
cartoonist, has been enjoying himself for many 
months making caricatures of us for UNI 
Fruitco. He has succeeded so well in his por- 
trayals of those whom he has caught that he 
had made the rest of us most wary. When he 
approaches we hide our ill-formed noses, cover 
our bald spots, pin back our ears and hide 
our knock-knees, bowed legs or pigeon toes. 

How we have suffered! But revenge is 
sweet. Page 10 of our Album shows Brother 
Wilmet exactly where we wanted him. Here 
he is shown scantily clad, waist deep in water, 
with both arms full—and on Christmas morn- 
ing at that! 

The smile he wears is that of a happy 
bridegroom. Mr. Wilmet was married on 
December 20 at Bocas del Toro to our 
popular schoolteacher, Miss Cloreece Walker. 
Panama Division extends Mr. and Mrs. Wil- 
met hearty congratulations, and wishes them 
great happiness. 


Mrs. D. E. Pardo and daughter, Miss 
Clara, are enjoying a visit to the Zone and 
Limon. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Ryan left on short 
notice for the Zone where Mr. Ryan is to 
— an operation at Dr, Herrick’s Hos- 
pital, 
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Miss Mae Kenney, Chief Nurse at the 
Hospital, left to spend her vacation in the 
States. 

Mr. George Moore of the Accounting De- 
partment also sailed to visit his folks in Bos- 
ton. 

Mrs. J. W. B. Hall and son George are 
visiting on the Zone. 

Mr. J. W. Newlove, former Steward of 


UNntrruixze® 


the Banana Club, sailed a short time ago 7" 
his home in England. e 

Mr. W. H. Ponton and Mr. Carl Woer™ 
have gone to the Zone on a short bus#=ee 


trip. 


Mr, Martin Hinzie, Electrical Degeeer™ 
ment, was recently transferred to Guatesmma-= 
Division, 


Preston 


A Day in the Cane Fields During the Crop 
By J. B. Trinler, Assistant to Manager 


HE Zafra is on once more. Every- 
body is busy. The long dead season has gone 
to join old 1927 in the limbo. 

Shiploads of laborers have been imported 
from Haiti to harvest the cane. These 
“Frenchmen”, as the Jamaicans call them, 
have been distributed among the various 
switches, or loading stations; they have been 
given cane knives, or, as they are locally 
known, guamparas, and the battle is on. The 
commissariat has been established in the 
cantina of the barracon belonging to the 
switch, and the “transport”—caterpillar carts, 
each drawn by six bulls, yoked, not on the 
neck but on the head, and driven by either 
Cuban or Haitian—is all ready to take the 
field; cane cars stand waiting at the switches. 
All these arrangements made and the word 

i “cut cane”, everything comes to life 
instantly. The crop is on. Hit the ball. 
Ride early, ride late, ride all the time, and, 
oh boy, hit the ball! 

If you would get in on the game, follow 
along with me. We've got to get up early 
to begin properly. At 3:00 o’clock in the 
cold grey dawn the contractor, or his fore- 
man, goes through the barracon rousing the 
Haitians. spring out of their ham- 

» some lie still, some sit up and watch 
the new-born day with sleepy eyes. It may 
take some urging to rouse a more 
recalcitrant souls. barracon comes to 
life, sleepily, slowly. African cuss words 
uttered in French patois, French cuss words 
gurgling in African throats, but withal a 


strong undercurrent of the proverbial mec 

light-heartedness, Guamparas are sharperee< 
food is cooked and eaten, and then off to the< 
cuadro, or cane field, that is to be cut. 

The Haitians work in groups of three, fe-ax: 
or five, each group picking its plot and cutteesxs 
towards their common bundle. The came -~ 
cut as low down to the ground as poss#i-le 
so as to leave no stubble above ground. “I« 
top, or cogollo, is cut off and the stalk is cer 
into pieces of thirty-inch lengths, more or bese. 
A good cane cutter will top his cane mec 
throw the stalk towards the bundle, cuttie- 
it at the same time in two lengths. The cox 
ting is done generally in circular patches, = 
the members of one group throwing their caer. 
as they cut it on to a heap in the centre << 
the circular patch. There is quite a lot o< 
jabbering going on. The contractor is beec 
allotting carts to the various groups of cutmes< 
Here the capataz is showing the codazes. <x 
rookies, how to cut properly. Here a Coee 
pany guard is examining the cut to see thee 
the cane is ap cut ay te the car-~ 
come creeping along, the driver calli 
each bull by name to put his best re ay 
ward, jabbing old “Asavache”’, and CUursic:- 
the maternal forbears of “Ojonegre™” — ex 
“Caoba", as he wheels into the field. “Ther 
are not enough dultos, or bundles, to fill ha. 
cart as yet, so the bulls will be anc 
vast ct the I where they may 

succulent cogollo. make qu: 
a picture dotted over the oh faa. 

The Overseer is coming. Let Us ZO amv 


wa 


Loading cane at Preston 


“Hello, old man, how goes it?” 
“Oh! not so bad.” From the look in his eye 
we see that things are going O. K. He is in 
harmony with his world. We ride into the 
field with him. He jollies the cutters along 
with a few words in bad Haitian patois. The 
cutters laugh and joke with him. He laughs, 
the cutters laugh, and all’s well. 

Hello! There’s a carreta, or cart, being 
loaded. Let’s go and see the operation. One 
man stands on the cart while the others pick 
up the cane in small bundles and pass it to 
him, The man on the cart arranges the cane 
neatly, starting at the tongue end of his cart, 
all the way across the cart and as high as he 
can reach. Then again as high as he can 
reach and all the way across, and so once 
again. This makes the load in three sections 
and yet it is compact. It takes two loads like 
this to fill one compartment of the cane car; 
the cane car being divided into three com- 
partments, it takes six loads to fill the car. 
Off goes the carreta, the bulls pulling, as is 
the way of all good bulls, heads down and 
necks humped and the driver cursing—a good 
driver has quite a prolific vocabulary of first- 
class curses—with many a jab to remind them 
that crop is on and the cane must be loaded. 
The carreta arrives at the loading station, 
the chucho, and is driven under the gria, or 
cane hoist. The chains are lowered and passed 
around the dulto; the gria bulls haul the 
hoisting cable and up goes the Sulto. While 
in the air it is weighed, for this chucho has 
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meet him. 


a Fairbanks overhead gria; the weight is reg- 
istered and the dbulto is lowered into the wait- 
ing cane car. The bull-cart moves away from 
the gria and here comes another carreta. The 
driver of the first cart now comes back to the 
scalehouse, where the weighman, or pesador, 
hands him a ticket, or enters the weight in 
his little book. A ticket is issued to each 
driver and to the cutters showing the weight 
of cane cut and hauled, and its value. These 
tickets are later cashed at the cantina or at 
one of the Company stores. 

The cars are all loaded and they are re- 
ported by telephone to the Traffic Depart- 
ment. An engine will be out later and the 
cars will be hauled to the mill. 


We can now go home, having spent the 
day with the Overseer. He sits on his ver- 
andah and throws his hat on the floor, and 
being a good hombre he proceeds to drink 
his highballina, and he deserves it, for has he 
not got six switches working which he has had 
to visit? Each contractor has needed some- 
thing; some have needed “jacking up”. The 
whole cane cutting has had to be kept in good 
order, working smoothly and to capacity, for 
otherwise the District Superintendent will 
have something to say, and that won't be 
very nice. It will tend to grey the hair and 
furrow the brow. But all’s well, so what's 
the use of worrying? Adios! 


UNIFRUITCO 


The Power of the Dog” 


Tue owners of Sandy and Jeanie at Preston and Banes have appreciated the 
Hy] “Power of the Dog” over women and men, and Kipling’s poem and the parody on 
bi same, both of which are printed herewith, may appeal to other lovers of the dog who 
consider it man’s best friend. 


For, when debts are payable, right or wrong, 
A short-time loan is as bad as a long— 

So why in—Heaven (before we are there) 
Should we give our hearts to a dog to tear? 


| By Rudyard Kipling 

There is sorrow enough in the natural way 
From men and women to fill our day; 

But when we are certain of sorrow in store, 
Why do we always arrange for more? 
Brothers and Sisters, I bid you beware 

Of giving your heart to a dog to tear. 


SL ee 


ee 


By An Anonymous Contributor 
Dear Kipling, I’ve read (it's my own affair) 
Of giving my heart to a dog to tear 
The powerful lines of your powerful pen 
“The Power of the Dog” over women and 

men; 


— 


RAT Sas 


i Buy a pup and your money will buy 
Love unflinching that cannot lie— 
Perfect passion and worship fed 


= 


| 


By a kick in the ribs or a pat on the head. 
Nevertheless it is hardly fair 
To risk your heart for a dog to tear. 


When the fourteen years which Nature per- 
mits 

Are closing in asthma, or tumour, or fits, 

And the vet’s unspoken Prescription runs 

To lethal chambers or loaded guns, 

Then you will find—it’s your own affair— 

But . . . you've given your heart to a dog 
to tear, 


When the body that lived at your single will, 

With its whimper of welcome, is stilled (how 
still!) 

When the spirit that answered your every 
mood 

Is gone—wherever it g0es—for good, 

You will discover how much you care, 

And will give your heart to a dog to tear. 


We've sorrow enough in the natural way, 

When it comes to burying Christian clay. 

Our loves are not given, but only lent, 

At compound interest of cent per cent. 

Though it is not always the case, I believe, 

That the longer we've kept 'em, the more 
‘do we grieve: 


It's a wonderful picture and we all should 
beware 


Of giving our hearts to a dog to tear. 


I've read of the virtues our money will buy, 

The love of a pup and how soon he will die; 

From asthma and tumour and fits and guns, 

Automobiles and poisons, the dangers he runs, 

“That the longer we've kept them, the more 
do we grieve’’. 

"Tis all very true and not hard to conceive. 


Three times in my life I’ve seen lying still 

“A body that lived at my single will” 

(Three dogs that had lived their 14 years) 

“Lying still, (Oh! how still)”. I’ve seen the 
tears 

That my wife, my servants, my household 
shed 


I'd a lump in my throat for our dog was dead. 


I have taken a fourth, although I’m aware 

I am giving my heart to another to tear; 

But thinking it over I believe that most men 

Who have done it once will do it again. 

So why in Hades (before I get there) 

Should I give a thought or have a care? 

Perhaps old Cerberus, when the Styx we have 
crossed 


Will retrieve the spirits of dogs we have lost. 


Mr. A. W. Milis, Division 
Accountant at New York, 
was a recent visitor to Cuba 
to study the operation of 
the Sugar Divisions. He 
spent considerable time in 
the Accounting Offices of 
both the Preston and Banes 
Divisions, and also managed 
to visit the mills, attend a 
meeting of the Preston 
Safety Committee, witness 
the slaughtering of a pig 
and a couple of atevers, and 
play a few holes of golf. As 
a fisherman “Andy” is a 
pretty good accountant, An 
entire day with the reel and 
rod produced only nibbles, 
and any tales he tells about 
the big fish he caught 
should be taken with a 
grain of salt 


First prize for long-drawn golf contests 
goes to the Fabrication Department at Pres- 
ton. Mueller and Shorty Johnson are play- 
ing McNulty and Jackson and the battle goes 
nip and tuck. Starting with the first round, 
played early in January and continuing until 
the ending of the crop, they are keeping a 
record of strokes and holes. ‘The losing two 
pay for a dinner, Arguments wax fast and 
furious over penalties, etiquette and the like. 
The boys are good when it comes to sugar 
fabrication, but as golfers—well, ye corre- 
spondent blushes for them. 


Haitians to the right of them—Haitians to 
the left of them, cutting and loading! That 
about sums up the situation in the Campo 
whenever a Prestonite goes to the cane fields. 
Approximately 7,000 are busily engaged keep- 
ing the tandems going and the constant rumble 
of the cane trains coming into the Batey is 
prima facie evidence that they know their 
stuff. The usual supply of roosters, trunks 
and other paraphernalia accompanied them 
from Haiti. 


Actuated by the success of a bridge party 
given by Mr. Sherman, the men of Preston, 
on January 6, formed the Preston Bridge 
Club and elected F. X. McDonough, Douglas 
de Beilby and J. E. Lynch as a Board of Gov- 
ernors to look after the affairs of the organi- 
zation. There are 22 members and meetings 
are held every Monday night. It is expected 
that the Preston Bridge Club will become to 
Cuba what the Portland Club is to London 
and the Knickerbocker Club to New York. 


OHI OM! SOME 
FISH STO 
DROP OVER 


SANDWICH AND 
PLL BITE THAT 


Messrs. Whitehead, Work and Lenz had bet- 
ter look to their laurels, 

Bridge was indeed the game of the month 
for January. On the 14th the Preston ladies 
gave a bridge party which was attended by 
66 members of the Division. Refreshments 
were served, and after the awarding of prizes 
dancing was enjoyed. 


Our congratulations are extended to Mr. 
John C. Kernick, recently promoted to Act- 
ing Superintendent of the Marine Depart- 
ment, succeeding Captain Rolf Barth, who 
was transferred to Havana as Port Captain. 

Incidentally, we take this opportunity of 
welcoming Mr. and Mrs. Alf Bryn to Pres- 
ton. Mr. Bryn was transferred from Panama 
as Assistant Marine Superintendent. 

Another new arrival in Preston is Miss 
Mary Walsh, transferred from Colombia as 
Chief Nurse of the Preston Hospital. 

Frank Ell, Fulton Construction Engineer, 
who recently completed the installation of the 
electrically driven Fulton mills, is now a mem- 
ber of the Unrrrurtco organization. He has 
taken over the supervision of the Machine 
Shop and Foundry and incidentally is check- 
ing up the performance of the new Fulton 
Mill. Mrs, Ell and Frank, Jr., arrived from 
St. Louis on January 20, and the Ell house- 
hold is once more complete. 


Mrs. J. C. Etheredge and the two Eth- 
eredge youngsters sailed from New Orleans on 
February 4, en route to Preston to join J. C. 
Between holding down his watch at the Mill 
and trying to get his house in shape for the 
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family, Mr. Etheredge is being kept more 
than ordinarily busy. He says that usually 
it’s cheaper to move than pay rent, but since 
he has no rent to pay in Preston, he doubts 
whether he'll ever move again. (Of course 
the work involved in moving doesn't have any- 
thing to do with this decision !) 


The Masked Ball to be held at the Ameri- 
can Club, Preston, gives every indication of 
rivaling the Annual Artists Ball in New 
York. Here and there one observes whis- 
pered conferences among the ladies of the 
Batey, and occasionally a word is let fall as 
to the type of costume to be worn, There 
are to be sheiks, Arabs, soldiers, tramps, etc., 
among the men—and the ladies have always 
surpassed the efforts of the male contingent 
in producing original and beautiful costumes, 


Costa 
Freppr O'NEIL has left the ranks of 
the gay young bachelors, and having returned 
from their honeymoon, Mr. and Mrs. O'Neil 
will now be found in a little cottage for two 
down by the sea. We wish the young couple 
all health and happiness, 

And so Pinkie Wilson went and did it— 
came back from his vacation a very proper 
benedict. But then when we saw Mrs. Wil- 
son—well, we weren’t surprised that Pinkie 
fell for such a charming example of Texan 
femininity. 

Another young couple added to the list for 
Limon are the Thor Hendricksens. My. 
Hendricksen brought back his bride with him 
from his vacation, arriving on the Toloa 
January 28. He is now located in town, havy- 
ing been transferred from the farms, and Mrs. 
Hendricksen will be our new “school marm”. 


Mr. and Mrs. Standish of Puerto Barrios, 
Guatemala, have come to take the place of 
that wandering Scotchman, J. C. B. David- 
son, They arrived on the Ulua, January 21. 


The first Tourist Dance of the season held 
on the Ulua, January 21, was voted a great 
success. The ship was lighted with colored 
bulbs and draped with gay flags. Our good 
old stand-by, Stanley, had enlarged his orches- 
tra by three pieces and increased his repertoire 
by two. People came from nearby Limon and 
far-off Siquirres to trip the light fantastic and 
partake of the refreshments served. 


UNIFRUITCO 


February 11 is the date, and while producing 
sugar is primarily the task of the Preston 
Division, that will be one day when sugar pro- 
duction figures will be of secondary interest 
in the Division. 


J. M. (Gordito) Dominguez is a benedict, 
and a lucky one. The Mill Engineering De- 
partment mail was clogged with letters from 
Banes prior to the nuptials and it was with 
much relief that other members of the Depart- 
ment learned that he had decided it was much 
easier to talk to the young lady than to an- 
swer the letters. Sefiorita Aida Varona was 
the fortunate (?) young lady. We all wish 
Sefior and Sefiora Dominguez the best of luck. 
(Note: The correspondent would like to 
know whether Mrs. Dominguez has any sis- 
ters.) 


Rica 


Mr. M. C. O'Hearn, Vice President, Mr. 
W. L. Long, General Manager Purchasing 
Department, and Division Manager E. C. 
Adams of Almirante came in on the Cala- 
mares, February 4, and sailed the next day 
on the Suriname. 


Mrs. J. H. Wilson and children came in 
on the Suriname, February 3, for a short visit. 


Mr. Horace Rambo has returned to the 
Tropics from Boston—they do say, you know, 
that the lure of the Tropics is mighty strong. 
Welcome back, stranger. 


Margarita Sheehy returned on the Toloa, 
January 28. 


Will miracles never cease? Barney Keough 
and Mike Lothrop have actually taken up 
athletics seriously. One fine afternoon they 
went swimming, but somebody got rough and 
Mike's bathing suit suffered a catastrophe. 
The next afternoon they were seen on the 
tennis court, swatting little white balls at each 
other. Cheer up, boys, it only takes a couple 
of years to lose 100 pounds! 


The Fuller twins have a baby brother, 
Dick, born Sunday morning, February 3. 
Both seem enormously pleased with their 
young brother. May their devotion remain 

Ways as generous—sisters can get so tyran- 
nically superior! 
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There seems to be a Texas reunion in for- 
mer Captain Bryn’'s house, for H. O. Wil- 
son's brother from Panama is visiting him and 


his bride. 


Tropical tales of the wily mosquito and the 
vicious terciopelo (the fer-de-lance, or barba 
amarilla), have not scared away prospective 
farmers, for behold, within the past month 
three new Timekeepers have arrived at this 
port—John Parker, who came down from 
San Francisco on the Esparta, January 14; 
A. S. Gilmore, also from San Francisco, who 
has the distinction of being bigger than 
“Monte Verde” Davis; and John Wright 
from New York. 


Mrs. Wyman, who has been visiting her 
son Elliot of Siquirres, returned to her snowy 
New Hampshire on the Pastores, February 
12. She took back with her various souvenirs 
of the country, and quantities of snapshots and 
pictures, regretful that she could not spend 
more time in the Tropics. We, too, are re- 
gretful, for we found her a most delightful 
acquaintance. : 


Murphy, the office mascot, has been quite 
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despondent lately. For two days after Mike 
Lothrop’s departure he wandered around the 
office sniffing disconsolately, his tail drooping 
pathetically. Then he disappeared, to drown 
his sorrows in battle. But the life of a 
gentleman perp had undermined his fighting 
abilities, and he returned sorely vanquished, 
covered with fleas and gory wounds. Mur- 
phy’s fate now hangs in the balance. Will 
he come back to the fold once more and be 
the darling of the Point, or will he return to 
the gutter whence he sprang, living on scraps 
of ham thrown out by Beaver's? Alas, only 
time can tell! 


Kiss or kill? Which shall it be when we 
hear a little click and looking up find a be- 
nevolent and high-minded “touriste” taking 
pictures of the Limonite in its native haunts? 
But, at least, we will be spared the agony of 
seeing ourselves as others see us! 


L. Crosby's traveling days are over.. He 
has now settled down to the quiet life of Chief 
Clerk of the Accounting Department at Li- 
mon. We are mighty glad to see Crosby 
among us once more. 


Mr. Cutter Addresses the Employees of the Tela 
Railroad Company 


aé 

) \ E are beyond the stage where we have 
to make speeches to one another. What we 
need now is a frank discussion of our prob- 
lems,”’ said President V. M. Cutter, speaking 
before an audience comprising practically one 
hundred per cent. of the first-class employees 
of the Tela Railroad Company. 

At the meeting, which took place in the 
dining room of the Company Mess Hall, Mr. 
Cutter outlined briefly the policies of the Com- 
pany, particularly as regards personnel. He 
pointed out that in the ever-expanding pro- 
gram of the Company there was unlimited op- 
portunity for the man who applied himself 
diligently, and he gave concrete examples to 
illustrate his statement. It is the aim of the 
executives of the Unrrep Frurr Company 
to make this a world organization, the Presi- 

‘dent stated, emphasizing the importance of 
budget control in planning broadly for the 
future. He stressed the fact that no group 
of executives could plan such a program of 
expansion without the utmost confidence in 
the personne! of the organization and without 
the assurance that this confidence was shared 
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by the employees. He told of the mutual 
benefits to be derived from the purchase of 
Unirep Fruit Company stock and explained 
why the Board of Directors had passed on the 
Employees’ Stock Purchase Plan. 

The cooperative attitude throughout Tela 
was commended by Mr. Cutter, who praised 
the efforts we are making to improve 
the quality of our fruit. Speaking on the 
necessity for economy, Mr. Cutter said in sub- 
stance: “‘We must all realize that economy 
must be the key-note of our future plans, but 
I want to warn you against the dangers of 
false economy. We cannot praise or sanction 
economy that will affect the quality of our 
product.” He pictured a situation where a 
tropical division might realize a saving by 
handling fruit hurriedly without much con- 
cern about scarring and bruising, and when 
the fruit arrived at the tic port to be 
sold, prices would have to be reduced because 
of the poor condition of the fruit. He pointed 
out that in a case such as this the economy 
that saved a few cents per stem at the tropi- 
cal port perhaps caused a loss to the Sales De- 
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partment of 50 cents per stem and in the long 
run the Company was the loser. 

Mr. Cutter’s straightforward manner, his 
clear-cut criticisms, his thorough confidence 
in the continued success of the Company, and 
his ability to make every statement forceful, 
made a deep impression on all who heard him. 
His attitude was not that he was here to 
“sell” the Company. His choice of words 
and mode of expression left the thought that 
he had told us something about ourselves, 
something for our own benefit. He did not 
feel that he had to ask for loyalty ; he assumed 
that loyalty existed. He did not ask us to buy 
stock, As he expressed it, “This would de- 
feat the purpose for which it Was issued.” 
He did not deal in generalities in his criti- 
cisms. He told us specifically what he con- 
sidered constituted our major faults. When 
he expressed confidence in us he told us why. 

None of us left the meeting without feeling 
that we are a part of a mammoth, smoothly 
running machine that is constantly improving. 
There is no one of us who does not feel a 
supreme confidence in the man controlling this 
machine, . 

Preceding Mr. Cutter on the program, Mr. 
Hartley Rowe, Vice President in Charge of 


eaeineering, QD and Radio, gave a short 
talk in which he referred to Tela as the 
is 


“Home of Tropical He expressed 
his satisfaction on the experimental work be- 
ing done in Tela and praised very highly our 
extensive drainage program, 


M R. CUTTER and party arrived on the 
S. S. Abangarez on the morning of February 
11. Besides Mr. Cutter and Mr. Rowe, the 
party included Mr. and Mrs. D. J. Wing and 
the Misses Wing and Brace. Mr. Wing is a 
Director of the Unitep Frurt CoMPANY 


Mr. 


UniFruiteo 


and a member of the Executive Committee, 
and is Chairman of the First National Bank 
of Boston. On the day of their arrival a 
special train took the group on a tour of Tela. 
In the evening a dance was given by the Com- 
pany at the Masonic Club in honor of the 
visitors, music being furnished by a marimba 
band. The morning of February 12 was 
taken up with conferences and the visitors 
were luncheon guests of Dr. and Mrs. Wilson 
Popenoe at Lancetilla Experimental Station. 
Mr. Cutter refereed the baseball game in the 
afternoon and in the evening he spoke to the 
Company employees. 

The following morning was devoted to in- 
spection of our Livestock and Dairy Ranch 
and the fruit being loaded for Boston on the 
S. S. San Bruno. The party boarded the 
Tela at 3 P. M. and left for Kingston, Ja- 
maica amid the screech of sirens and the firing 
of salutes, 


Baseball Match is Played for 
President and His Guests 


¥ 
Ar the invitation of the Tela Baseball 
Club, Mr. Cutter umpired a baseball game 
on Sunday, February 12. The game, which 
was played in his honor, had the two est 
teams of the Club on the field. The result 
of the fast contest was a 4 to 2 victory for 
Captain Cram’s Nine over Captain McMul- 
len’s team. Cram's pitching featured. He 
allowed five hits, while Starr, pitching for the 
losers, yielded seven. 

A large crowd turned out to witness our 
President officiating as umpire, in which roéle 
he is not a novice, as he “called em” in many 
games in the old days in the Tropics. 


Cutter acted as referce in the baseball game played in his honor on February 12 at Tela. 


“The game was good and the umpiring was perfect.” 
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Two big chaps and a little fellow are interested 
spectators at the baseball game. The big boys 
you will recognize as Mr. Cutter and Mr. 
Thomas. The youngster kept so close to them 
we couldn't take him out of the picture with- 
out spoiling Mr. Thomas’ immaculate “whites” 


The ‘Tela Basebal] Club, and Tela Rail- 
road Company employees in general, appre- 
ciated having Mr. Cutter act as referee, and 
we believe he enjoyed it very much himself. 
After the contest someone asked him how he 
liked the game, to which he replied, “The 
game was good and the umpiring was perfect.” 

The line-up of the two teams follows: 


Peete os 5 cee “DD as Sane McMullen 
Schaeffer’ 2.0... 8 ASS re ae ae ae Fowler 
Balderach ....... Bee ot Sa cee ares Stack 
PRINCE os oc ee So eee ee ae oe Clark 
Abs ge RS CRN AR ee Roberts 
Thompson ....... 0: Se eI Taillon 
Precnt:.)). 0.68 re ee teres Beuchot 
i RF ...Girdner (Lawyer) 
Cramivsec ccs. Rk RSet nea Starr 


On February 11, Mrs. R. H. Goodell gave 
a dinner in honor of Mrs. D. J. Wing, Miss 
Kathryn Wing and Miss Brace. Covers were 
laid for thirty-five. After dinner the guests 
were conducted to the Masonic Club where 
a dance was held for their further enjoyment. 


Visitors: In addition to Mr. Cutter and his 
party Tela had the pleasure of greeting the 
following guests: Mrs. G. C. Thayer and tlie 
Misses Thayer, Piper and Mitchell; Mr. and 
Mrs. L. W. Minchin (Mr. Minchin is Man- 
ager of the Fruit Dispatch Company at Bos- 
ton); Mr. Lee Hunsinger, Chief Engineer 
Truxillo Railroad Company; M-:. G. 
McClure, Chief Clerk Accounting Depart- 
ment, Truxillo, accompanied by his wife, son 
and mother; and Mr. and Mrs. J. R. O’Con- 
nor (Mr. O'Connor is Manager of the 
Standard Fruit Company at Ceiba). 
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Promotions: Mr. G. J. Walwood, Assis- 
tant Chief Clerk of our Accounting Depart- 
ment, has been promoted to the position of 
Assistant to the Traveling Auditor. He left 
for Puerto Barrios on January 28 to begin 
his new duties there. 

“Dick”’ is an outstanding example of the 
employee who “prepared for the job ahead”, 
and it was inevitable that promotion should 
come to him. 

Over 50 employees gathered at a farewell 
banquet on the eve of his departure to bid 
him good-bye and to toast his further suc- 
Included in the group were the Heads 
of Departments and the Manager. Mr. H. 
Schumaker acted as toastmaster for the occa- 
sion. 


cess. 


New Employees: Mr. P. J. Pendergast and 
Mr. H. B. Brown, Timekeepers for the Agri- 
cultural Department, and Mr. C. R. Starkey, 
Clerk in the Material and Supply Depart- 
ment. 

The passenger list of the S. S. dtenas, ar- 
riving on February 16, included the names 
of Mr. and Mrs. N. J. Volk, our most newly 
married couple. Mr. Volk was married in 
the States while on his vacation. They will 
make their home in Tela. A large group of 
friends gathered at the wharf to meet and 
congratulate the happy couple. 


(Continued from page 478) 


This result has been brought about by the 
elimination of all standing water near 
barracons, by the construction of drainage 
ditches, and by the liberal distribution of 
quinine tablets among the laborers. 

All swamps and arroyos have been dusted 
with a Paris green mixture, and oil drips have 
been placed over railroad culverts and any 
other places where water would likely become 
a breeding place for mosquitoes. 

On the whole, Messrs. Corrigan and Hale 
have expressed themselves as being well 
pleased with sanitary conditions maintained 
over the entire Banes Division. 


A balky mule has four wheel brakes, 
A billy goat has bumpers. 
The firefly is a bright spotlight. 
Rabbits are puddle jumpers. 
Camels have balloon-tired feet, 
And carry spares of what they eat; 
But still I think that nothing beats, 
The kangaroos with rumble seats. 


—Orange Peel. 


{ 
i 
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N.. far from the road that winds 


through Siguatepeque lies a little field of cane, 
golden green and rippling in the breeze that 
blows from pine-clad hills. In one corner 
can be seen, day after day, a thin column of 
smoke rising from a blackened roof. 

This is the native sugar mill, innocent of 
blatant chimney stacks, factory, or refining 
plant. 

I called in there one day to speak with 
Francisco Vasquez, the owner. “You will 
know him,” they had told me in the village, 
“by his tall stature and long black beard”’; 
and from this brief description I recognized 
him instantly. Daily he stands in the open 
shed, feeding the crusher with purple stalks. 
Pedro, the hired boy, goads two patient oxen 
along their interminable journey, turning, 
turning the great pine beam. You can hear 
the crisp sweet cane crunching between the 
metal cylinders, and the trickling sap falling 
into a rough-hewn trough. The flattened, 
useless stalks drop to the ground, only to be 
still further bruised by the trampling of the 
mild-eyed beasts. 

The caldo (juice) boils near by in two 
large vats, from which a sirupy odor arises to 
mingle with that of blazing pine logs in the 
furnace beneath. Clouds of smoke climb up- 
ward, charring away the beams until the 
sooty tiles fall to the floor and break. 

The little mill is drowsy almost to slumber- 
ing in the heat of the midday sun. Small 
wonder the oxen are lazy, and Pedro half- 
heartedly prods them on! Sheep bleat far off 
upon the hillside, and a farm dog barks 
feebly. Within, the falling sap croons an ac- 
companiment to the monotonous creaking of 
the mill. 

But the sirup has been boiling long enough 
and Pedro must bale it out. A gourd shell 


The Sugar Mill 


By 


Dorothy H. Popenoe 


Tela 


lashed with rawhide thongs to the end of a 
slender pole ladles the foaming mass, thick 
and brown, into a near-by trough. There it 
is stirred with a wooden paddle until the 
lumps have disappeared and it has become a 
smooth stiff paste. The moulds, cup-like 
cavities gouged out of a heavy log, are ready 
to receive it, 

The air is black with officious flies, drunk 
and stupid with surfeiting. Still they do not 
believe they have had enough. Many are 
caught in the sticky mass and are buried alive 
in the object of their greed, 

When the sugar is cool it is ready for the 
market. The villagers will buy it to use in 
their coffee and to make the sweet things 
they love; or it will be turned into guaro, 
the potent distilled drink which finds, per- 
haps, too much favor with the men. 

A new sound breaks the atmosphere. It is 
Francisco’s son. He is bringing in the ox- 
cart from the field with another load of cane 
for the hungry mill, to yield more caldo for 
the vats; more filling for the moulds; more 
sugar for the market; and if the year be good, 
more profit for the owner. 


D arxness falls. The weary oxen are 
released from their yoke and led away to rest. 
The master returns to his adobe house, and 
Pedro, after a frugal supper of tortillas, sinks 
to a dreamless sleep upon his bed of straw. 

What happens in the mill while the workers 
are away? 

The moon, who guards a secret every night, 
rises from her couch of pine-clad hills. Silver 
searchlights dart across the valley to the sag- 
ging roof in the corner of the cane field. 
Peeping inquisitively between the loosened 
tiles, they waken startled spiders by throwing 
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luster on their silken webs. Wasps buzz 
angrily around their nests, scolding the moon- 
beams for disturbing them at the end of a 


busy day. 

Through the ragged chimney-hole the 
pale light pours. And what a commotion it 
starts within! Big brown roaches run hither 
and thither, thinking the day has come too 
soon and they must be getting home. A dusky 


owl, perched upon the warm clay wall of the 
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vats, gives a cry of dismay, then flaps his 
wings noiselessly and escapes into the night. 

But the sleek rats are bolder and wiser. 
Not they, to be frightened by an ordinary 
glimmer of moonlight! Unperturbed they 
continue their sugary banquet until the dawn 
creeps up behind the distant hills. 

A rooster, ever first to catch the glint upon 
the eastern sky, mounts a fence post to pro- 
claim another day. 


The Ulua Society 


Ar the Second Annual Meeting of the 
Ulua Society the following officers were ap- 
pointed for the year 1928: 
President—Mr. R. H. Goodell 
Vice Presidents—Mr. R. E. Moore and 
Mr. F. J. G. Robinson 
Hon. Secretary-Treasurer—Mr. A. F. 
Butler 
The out-going officials were Mr. G. D. 
Scarseth and Mr. M. §. Gibson, Vice Presi- 
dents, and Mr. F. J. G. Robinson, Hon. Sec- 
retary- Treasurer. 
The active members in the Division num- 
ber 41. 


On Friday, January 27, a group of em- 
ployees met at the Masonic Club to organize 
what will be known as the “Tela Racing As- 
sciation”’. Mr. R. E. Moore acted as chair- 
man of the meeting. 


As the name implies, the Association was 
formed for the purpose of conducting race 
meets. The Association will build and main- 
tain a race-track, grand-stand, stalls, etc. 
Membership will be limited to first-class em- 
ployees, but all employees and others inter- 
ested will be encouraged to attend the races 
and make entries. 

The following officers were elected to or- 
ganize and control the work of the Associa- 
tion: President, E. A. Ames; Vice President, 
R. B. Nutter; Secretary, P. M. Goodbody; 
Treasurer, H. Schumaker. 

Plans were discussed for conducting the 
first races and, judging from the enthusiasm 
of those taking part in the discussion, the 
Association will function with the same stc- 
cess that has marked all other sporting ven- 
tures of the Tela Railroad Company. 

Since the meeting over 150 employees have 
requested membership in the Association, and 
with this evidence of whole-hearted support 
the executive group is planning to hold the 
first race meet the latter part of March. 


Amid the screech of sirens — the firing of salutes the “Tela” sailed for Kingston on Feb- 


ruary 13 with Mr. Cutter 


his guests as passengers 
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United Fruit Company Steamship Service 


Wituiam Newsome, Vice PresipEnt 


tN CHARGE OF STEAMSHIP OPERATIONS, 
Boston 


Remincton G. PLumer, 
MANAGER STEAMSHIP OPERATIONS, 
Boston 


Artuur G. Dunninc, Marine SUPERINTENDENT, Boston 
Davi H. Younc, SuperinrenpENT New Construction, Boston 


A. D. Livincston, Port Captain, New York 
WituiaM M. Rose, Port Captain, New OnLeANS 


Tom Smrru, Port Captain, SAN FRANCISCO 
H. Harris Rosson, Superintenpinc Enoinger, New York 


WituiaM A, INGHAM, Port Encineer, New York 
Epwin A. YanpeLt, Porr Encineer, New Orieans 


Stanton G. Tirrany, Supt. MAINTENANCE AND Repairs, New York 


Steamships 
A bangarez 
Atenas 
Calamares 
Camden 
Carrillo 
Cartago 
Castilla 
Coppename 
Esparta 
Heredia 
Triona 
La Marea 
La Perla 
La Playa 
Levisa 
Limon 
Macabi 
Manaqui 
Maravi 
Mayari 
Metapan 
Parismina 
Pastores 
San Benito 
San Blas 
San Bruno 
San Gil 
San Jose 
San Mateo 
San Pablo 
Santa Marta 
Saramacca 
Sixaola 
Suriname 
Tela 
Tivives 
Toloa 
Turrialba 
Ulua 
Zacapa 


Captains 
W.. A. Card 
E. W. Holmes 
H. Spencer 
E. Bornholdt 
A. Thompson 
G. A. McBride 
W. H. Fagen 
J. Shiell 
G. Eppelman 
L. Burmeister 
E. F. Beyer 
J. C. Jackson 
J. C. Scott 
Harry Irvine 
L. G. Scofield 
E. Petersen 
R. D. Robbins 
E. J. Minister 
G. E. Adams 
R. Laverty 
A. A. Dalzell 
L. P. Ritchie 
C. R. Glenn 
D. M. Macdonald 
G. H. Grant 
8. T. Barr 
W. JI. Mathers 
C. D. McRae 
K. N. Bauer 
D. W. MeLellan 
W. O. Barratt 
H. 
G. W. Speirs 
L. P. Hansen 
0. 
C. O'Neill 
C. W. Whidden 
Edward Baxter 


Chief Engineers 
R. M. Stoddart 
Andrew Hall 
W, J. Banner 
Bert Taylor 

W. E. Sutherland 
David Findlay 
H. F. Rodenberg 
A. J. Olsen 

T. McAuley 

G. Smart 

C. Johnson 
S. Lawson 
Chas. Killion 
N. 8. Esplin 
M. J. Leary 
M. Casieras 
J. Gardner 
J. G. Kennedy 
G. W. Houston 
C. Jones 
Fred Tyler 

T. C. Jolly 
W. J. Davison 
W.J. Heins 
O. Williams 
C. Neill 
W. Steen 
H. Haeselich 
A. P. Muniz 
J. Marley 
T. P. Seward 
J. Honniball 
W. Englebert 
O. 8. Coleman 


Boston 


Accounting Department 


We greeted the Comprometer girls with 
a certain amount of wonder at the speed with 
which each operated a machine that seemed 
a “vest pocket edition” of the Burroughs that 
we've been used to. Apropos of the above, 
one of the Accounting group offered the fol- 
lowing “in memoriam” of the Burroughs Add- 
ing Machine. (With apologies to O. W. H.) 


Aye, take the faithful 
hence— 

Long has it served, and well; 

And many a speedy total got 

During closing spell. 

The place, once mart of busy feet, 

Where typists tried in vain 

To reach an O. K. total sum, 

Has all been changed again. 

No more shall figures lined in row 

Be added by the score: 

The Burroughs, gone 
regime, 

Shall call this home no more. 


Burroughs 


old 


with 


Mr. Bernard Drury has heard the call of 
the “great open spacé" and bade the Ac- 
counting Department a fond and sad adios. 
We all miss him and join in wishing him the 
best of luck wherever he is. 


A theatre party is “next on the pro- 
gramme’. Seats have been reserved to view 
the comedy at the Copley Theatre, and the 
committee roam about armed with tickets to 
“Yellow Sands”. From all appearances this 
will be the usual success that pertains to any 
affair of the Unirrurrco Club; in other 
words, “A good time will be had by all.” 


Miss 
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The Bookkeeping Bureau, after 


Riccio’s abandonment of it, added Miss Alice 
Howley, who occupies the favorite seat by 
the window. We've known “Al” for some 
time past and it is a pleasure to know that 
now she's one of “our gang” and part of the 
Accounting group. 


As they say in newspaper circles, “while 
this is going to press” Valentine's Day is at 
hand. We'd like to meet the originator of 
the remark that “Romance is dead.” You'd 
find it hard to believe after visiting the Ac- 
counting Office today, for many and varied 
are the missives 4 la Dan Cupid received and 
sent in this vicinity. But sent or received, 
each billet doux has been duly admired by 
all concerned (or unconcerned). 


Central Stenographic 


We all will miss him, but ask the girls in 
the Central Stenographic—who will miss him 
most ? 

This Department seems to be a germinating 
point for “‘love”’ affairs—some sprouting, some 
budding, and some well on the road to dis- 
solution, One recent graduaté of the second 
class was Miss Carolyn Shaw; that is, if one 
is to judge by vast quantities of telephone calls, 
luncheon dates, ete. 


Comptroller's Department 


“Irvie” Dice of the Budget Department 
tried to be a big help one morning to a certain 
young lady of the Statistical Department, who 
recently bought a dog, by presenting her with 
a clipping from a magazine entitled “The 
Care of Dogs”, only to be told by the young 
lady that the dog had passed to the great be- 
yond a week before. Guatemala Papers 


Please Copy. 
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Research Department 


Mr. V. W. Ridley has been transferred to 
New York to assist Mr. J. N. Kelley in his 
increased activities resulting from his recent 
affiliation with the Research Department. We 
are sorry to see Mr. Ridley go, and we wish 
him every success in his new endeavors, 


Mr. T.. W.-Kenyon is now in charge of 
the Research Department Laboratory and the 
operations of Tropic Foods, Inc. Henceforth 
we expect all banana deliveries within a ra- 
dius of 150 miles will be made by airplane. 


Joe Pittelli, one of Tropic Foods’ rapid- 
fire salesmen, is thoroughly disgusted with 
chemistry and all scientific work in general. 
Joe had a spot on the trousers of his $75.00 
(?) suit, so Fred Dale, our expert banana 
analyst, just bubbling over with good inten- 
tions, volunteered to remove the eyesore. The 
attempt was a rousing success: the spot was 
removed—and so was the cloth. 


Mr. W. B. Fowler has been transferred 
from the Accounting Department at Long 
Wharf to the Sales Research at Tropic Foods, 
Inc. We are all glad to have Mr. Fowler 
with us, and feel that Long Wharf’s loss is 
our gain, 


Sales Research has taken over the entire 
first floor of the building at 268 State Street. 
The front office has been allotted to Mr. 
Carter (who, by the way, is in charge of 
Sales Research here at present), and Mr. 
Pittelli. The outer office is occupied by the 
stenographic department, and Mr. Fowler. 


There is a new addition to the office equip- 
ment of Tropic Foods, Inc. When Mr. Rid- 
ley left a discarded hat here, he little sus- 
pected the use to which it would be put. 
With Jarv Kaye and Bob Ingram walking 
around with “looks communing with the 
skies”, we felt that the drain would be too 
great on the UNterurtco Club, so we put 
the hat in the office to collect pennies, Passing 
the hat, as it were. So far, the collection has 
reached a very small sum, with which we in- 
tend to buy a daisy plant, because daisies never 
tell, and the two amorous swains will be able 
to use them to determine whether “She loves 


” 


me,” or “She loves me not.” 


We enix enjored the pictures Mr, Del- 


au on his tropical trip. Last week 
Mr. Kenyon rivaled Mr. Loew as a picture 
magnate, and the Lab was turned into a regu- 
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lar movie theatre—loges, boxes (two of 
them), and even a “Nigger heaven bench”. 
We take this opportunity of thanking all con- 
cerned for these interesting and instructive 
views of the Tropics. 


Tropical Radio 


Mrs. B, Hankinson and Mr. William H. 
Weiser of Philadelphia, mother and uncle re- 
spectively of Mrs, E. F. Bourne, wife of the 
Division Superintendent, arrived in Miami on 
January 31, for a short visit. They are de- 
lighted with the land of sunshine and rash 
promises. 

Gloria Bourne entertained all her little 
friends on January 23, in celebration of her 
fifth birthday. That Gloria knows how to 
“throw a party” is a truth to which the kid- 
dies of the Miami station will gladly testify. 


Veteran operators of the Company may re- 
call numerous occasions when they found it 
necessary to perform various odd tasks not 
generally included in the station routine. 
Reminiscent of the old days was a job assigned 
us a few days ago, when we went aloft in an 
aeroplane and tuned its transmitter. sah ti Sa 
did the job and (we don’t mind admitting ) 
it stayed tuned. 


Long Wharf 


A very popular young man has been miss- 
ing from his usual haunts at Long Wharf 
for the past few weeks, for the passenger list 
of the S. S. Pastores. sailing from New 
York on January 28, contained the names of 
Mr. Lester W. Min-hin, Manager of the 
Fruit Dispatch Company at Boston, and his 
wife. Mr. Minchin bade us all a cheery good- 
bye as he left the office for a few weeks’ 
cruise of the Tropics, to include Cuban, 
Jamaican and Honduran ports. We have it 
on good authority that he will make an ex- 
tensive study of “Lacatans” during his stay 
in Honduras. We all hope that Mr. and 
Mrs, Minchin will enjoy their trip to the ut- 
most. 


On Wednesday, 
Wright, Instructor 
Economics, Harvard 


February 15, Mr. C. 12 
in the Department. of 
University, Cambridge, 
Mass., and a group of eight students from 
the School of Economics visited the S. S. 
San Blas at Long Wharf, and were shown 
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about the vessel by Captain George H. Grant, 
Chief Engineer Oliver Williams and Mr. 
M. G. Bulloch of the Marine Department. 
The students made a thorough survey of the 
vessel and all felt that the visit had proved 
of great educational value. 

At the youthful age of thirty-three years, 
in apparent good health, with much to live 
for in the way of the world’s goods, John 
Dwight Ellis, of the Boston Division Pur- 
chasing Department, died suddenly on Sun- 
day evening, January 29, as a result of a 
cerebral hemorrhage. 

The news to the members of the Boston 
Division and to his former associates of the 
Havana Division was a severe shock. He was 
loved by all and we experienced the loss of a 
real friend. His genial, friendly, solicitous 
personality won him the respect and admira- 
tion of everyone who knew him. 

Mr. Ellis first became affiliated with the 
Unireo Frurr ComMPANY “fn Haviiaa as 
Timekeeper in February, 1925, remaining 
there until November, 1926, when he re- 
turned to Boston. In January, 1927, he took 
up his new duties in the Accounting Depart- 
ment at Long Wharf, transferri ¢ Pur- 
chasing Department in October, 5. oat 

In his passing the Company %% T&¥al 
and competent employee. Our hea cén- 
dolences are extended Mrs. Ellis. 


We extend our deepest sympathy to Mr. 
James E. Fitzgibbon of the Freight Traffic 
Department in the loss of his sister Margaret, 
who died at the Fitzgibbon home in Arling- 
ton, Mass., on January 13. 


The genial and popular Chief Clerk of 
the » Accounting’ Department, Henry _ 1. 
Wheeler, was transferred to the San Fran- 
cisco Division on January 28. We wish 
Henry every success in his new work. 


They say it takes fourteen muscles to 
frown, and only four to smile. And we all 
know that we can accomplish more in business 
and at play with a smile than with a frown. 
There is no better table sauce than laughter 
with your meals, As for personal appearance, 
every emotion tends to sculpture the body into 
beauty, or into ugliness. 

“Care to our coffin adds a nail, no doubt; 

And every grin, so merry, draws one out.” 

—Office Optimism 
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General Office Library Review 
Economics 


Tue Roap to Pienty, by William Tru- 
fant Foster and Waddill Catchings. 

“An important book that évery well-in- 
formed business man must read.” A most 
interesting story which gives “a simple and 
easy-to-operate’ plan of bringing greater 
prosperity to all business men, This plan has 
been approved by business men, economists 
and statesmen throughout the country. 


Wat's on THE Worker's Munp, by 
Whiting Williams. 

A book which presents a vivid account of 
the author's personal experiences for seven 
months while he worked and lived as a com- 
mon laborer in steel plants, coal mines, and 
shipyards. Gifted with a subtle power of ob- 
servation, a keen sense of humor, and an ex- 
cellent knack of story telling, the author has 
presented in an entertaining manner “a dis- 
cerning study of human nature which illu- 
minates not only all labor questions, but also 
the daily relations between individuals.” 

Marnsprinos or Men, by Whiting Wil- 
liams. 


A book whose purpose is to furnish “a bet- 
ter understanding of the deeper sources of the 
daily doings of men in industry and labor.” 
In order to carry out this plan, the author has 
made use of the case or problem method; 
wherever possible, a fact or principle has been 
set forth by showing how, in a particular sec- 
tion of human experience, it appeared to op- 
erate. 


Novels 


A Manirest Destiny, by 
Howden Smith. 

A novel which compares in its entertain- 
ing qualities with “The Red Gods Cal!.” An 
historical romance dealing’ with the famous 
filibuster, William Walker, and his duel with 
Commodore Vanderbilt, and “the reactions 
of this battle of Titans upon the fortunes of 
lesser men and women.” An appealing love 
theme runs throughout the story. sy 

Green Mansions: A romance of tlie 
tropical forest, by W. H. Hudson. 

A pure romance about the bird girl Rima. 
A fascinating story written by a distinguished 
naturalist, 

Galsworthy says of this book: “It isa 
story actual, yet fantastic, which takes you 
into @ rare, free, natural world, and you are 


Arthur D. 
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refreshed, stimulated, and enlarged by going 
there.” 

THe RoMANcs oF THE Martin Con NOR, 
by Oswald Kendall, 

4 thrilling story of the voyage of a tramp 
steamer from Galveston to the headwaters of 
the Amazon; which is “crammed with excite- 
ment, actual se rimmages, and nar row escapes. ‘ 
A book which is of particular interest because 
of its vivid descriptions of tropical scenery 
(especially of the magic and the mystery of 
the jungle along the banks of the Amazon at 
night), its characterizations, and its action. 

Green Gorv or THE Yt CATAN, by Greg- 
ory Mason. 

A thrilling story of love, intrigue, and mys- 
tery amid the ruins of the ancient Mayan 
civilization in Central America. 

Romance, by Joseph Conrad. 

4 story of sea and land whose plot is laid 
in Kingston, Jamaica. It describes the nu- 
merous adventures of John Kemp, a young 
man who sets out to look for romance. It 
is written in Conrad's vigorous style and is 
full of action and vivid chara terizations, 


Short Stories 


Roaps or Destiny, by O. Henry. 

d volume containing the best short stories 
dealing with Central America which O. 
Henry has written. They are “On Behalf 
of the Management”, “Phoebe”, “The 
Fourth in Salvador’, “Two Renegades”, 
“Next to Reading Matter”, and “Double- 
dyed Deceiver”. 

Capsaces AND Kinas, by O. Henry. 

A group of short stories dealing with South 
A merica. 


Reference Books 


The Library has some excellent new refer- 
ence books. 

THe New Wortp Loose Lear ATLAS 
contains complete historical, economic, poli- 
tical and physical maps of the entire world 
with complete indices. It is kept up-to-date 
by the company that publishes it. 

Tue StatesMANn’s Year Boox. 

A statistical and historical annual of the 
states of the world for the year 1927, 

THe Orrictar Horer Rep Boox AND 
Directory, 1927 Eprrion. 

A standard directory of the best hotels in 
the United States and Canada (including 
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Summer and Winter re sorts) Cuba, Hawaii, 
Japan, Mexi 6 City * We sf Indies, and South 
America, 

Directory oF Direcrors tn THI Crry oF 
Boston AND Vicinrry, 1928. 

An official list, with street address and prin- 
cipal business Of citizens in the City of Boston 
and vicinity who are officers, directors or trus- 
fees in corporations, organizations or institu- 
tions, followed by act mplete directory af cor- 
porations and institutions 


Our congratulations to 
Captain Anderson! 


Tue Marine Department is happy to in- 
form the readers of UNirrurrco that on Feb- 
ruary 10, 1928, Captain William Anderson 
celebrated his seventy-seventh birthday. 

This news will be of great interest to nu- 
merous friends in our various domestic Divi- 
sions and throughout the Tropics, who have 
known Captain Anderson for a number of 
years and cherish for him a feeling of deep 
admiration and esteem. On behalf of these 
friends we take this opportunity of extending 
to him heartiest greetings and best wishes for 
many years of continued good health and 
happiness. 


Philadelphia 


Tue employees of the Philadelphia Divi- 
sion wish to congratulate Mr. William L. 
O'Connor on his recent appointment as Chief 
Clerk of this Division. We also take this op- 
portunity to welcome into our midst Mr. 
Philip E. Holler, our new Assistant Chief 
Clerk, transferred from the Freight Account- 
ing Bureau of the New York Division, 


The film “The Story of the Banana”, was 
recently exhibited at several motion picture 
theatres in Philadelphia and vicinity, and was 
viewed by almost all of the employees of this 
Division. 

It seemed to meet with the general approval 
of the audiences to which it was shown, and 
in many cases drew applause. 

The older employees found themselves 
proud to be associated with a Company whose 
activities are so far flung as to make it pos- 
sible for an interesting motion picture over 
sixteen hundred feet in length to be taken, and 
the younger employees have also been heard 
expressing themselves as pleased with the op- 
portunities this Company can offer its em- 
ployees through its activities in many coun- 
tries. 

The scenes depicting the méthods used in 
cultivating the banana were especially inter- 
esting, as all of us are at one time or another 
called upon by our friends and acquaintances 
for an explanation of how this All Food 
Fruit is planted, cultivated, harvested, trans- 
ported and marketed. We believe that most 
of us who saw this film, even though our 
actual contact with those engaged in the 
growing of the bananas has been slight, are 
now in a position to talk intelligently about 
the main product of our great Company. 


It has been so long since the Philadelphia 
Division has broken into print in our maga- 
zine that we are afraid some of our fellow 
workers in other Divisions will be under the 
impression that nothing of interest takes place 
here. We have decided to turn over a new 
leaf and intend during 1928 to keep the read- 
ers of Untrrurrco informed of all that is 
going on in the Division of the “City of 
Brotherly Love”. 


On Friday, January 13, Mr. A. W. Mills, 
Accountant of the New York Division, paid 
us a flying visit. He took us quite unawares. 
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Several members of the Accounting Depart- 
ment were dressed in overalls and engaged in 
burning old records. However, a lightning 
change was effected, and after much washing, 
brushing and combing, we were presented to 
the gentleman from New York. 


Our genial Timekeeper, John Rupertus, 
left these parts on January 17 for a short 
visit to the hustle and bustle of our neighbor- 
ing city to the north, New York. John vis- 
ited the timekeepers at Pier 9 and Pier 15, 
and was quite impressed with the efficiency 
and dispatch with which work is accomplished 
in that busy Division. He was accorded a 
royal reception, and we all feel grateful to 
the New York Timekeeping Department for 
“doing right by our John.” 


Our Wharf Superintendent, Thomas 
Reece, entered the Lankenau Hospital, this 
city, on Friday, February 3, to undergo a 
minor operation. When this article goes to 
press, the operation will have been performed, 
and we sincerely hope that Mr. Reece will 
soon be in our midst again. 


February 27, 1928 
Editor, Unrrrurrco: 


Mr. W. H. Harton, Overseer, Puebla 
Farm, Quirigua District, Puerto Barrios, 
Guatemala, made a suggestion (No. 98) in 
regard to replacing the wood struts ‘inside ba- 
nana cars with iron braces, which suggestion 
has been adopted by the Company, and, on 
the suggestion of Mr. Chittenden, and with 
the approval of the Committee on Sugges- 
tions, Mr. Harton has been awarded $25.00 
for the adoption of his suggestion. 

A check for this amount is being trans- 
mitted to Mr. Harton by the President, and 
I would appreciate your giving this due pub- 
licity in the next issue of UNrrrurreo, 


(Signed) C. H. Exits 
Chairman, Committee on Suggestions 


The late Richard Wagner described the 
sound made by a Saxophone as “recankreun- 
zungsklankewerkzeupe.”” 

And in the years that have passed since he 
died we have noted no improvement. — The 
Kablegram. . 


U 


Revere Sugar Refinery 


Tue Foremen’s Annual Dinner was held 
at the Colonial Club January 28, 1928, Mr. 
Worcester, Vice President, acting as toast- 
master. An excellent meal was served 
promptly at 6:30 P. M., and was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all present. Mr. Worcester read 
a letter from Mr. Cutter, expressing his regret 
at not being able to attend, as he had already 
left for the Tropics. During the course of 
the dinner a number of telegrams were re- 
ceived. These ‘were read-by Mr, Worcester, 
and the person to whom the telegram was ad- 
dressed was allowed one minute to reply. One 
telegram of a’ business nature, from Mr. 
Henry Ford, was addressed to Mr: 'C) HH: 
Moore. The telegram conveyed a very gen- 
erous offer for Mr. Moore's car, which: he 
prizes very highly. Mr. Ford desired to add 
this specimen to his already large collection 
of antiques at the Wayside Inn, Sudbury. Mr, 
Moore was willing to accept the offer, bur 
there was some question of an early delivery, 
owing to a temporary lien on the car. (For 
further particulars see Mr. De Vries. ) 

Mr. Pugsley, the champion eater of the 
Refinery, was questioned as to how many 
extra courses he had been served. After lis- 
tening to his story, Mr. Worcester agreed 
that any extras-he might have had were per- 
fectly legitimate. 

A very interesting telegram, which was well 
received, was to the effect that the Refinery 
quartette, composed of John O’Neil, Dave 
and Dan McDonald and Elmer Duffy, would 
tour Europe next Summer. They were 
—~ a long and successful tour—especially 

ig. 


There were several other telegrams re- 
ceived, and before reading them Mr. Worces- 
ter gave all to understand that the “Long” 
and “Short” of all the telegrams would be 
that any of the answess must not be stated 
too “Lowe”, 

At the banquet table a challenge was is- 
sued by Mr. De Vries to Mr. Lowe to a 
right-handed bowling match. Mr. Lowe, 
who is a “southpaw” bowler by nature, 
claimed that he would have to have at least 
three weeks’ practice to let his left hand know 
what his right hand was doing. This Mr. 
De Vries refused to avree to, so the matter 
was referred to the arbiter, Mr. Worcester, 
who decided that mixed bowling, right and 
left hands, was the Proper course to follow. 
The result*of the challenge was that the left 


hand showed its supremacy over the right w 
the extent of 20 pins. Mr. De Vries put up 
his usual alibi (there is another time). 

The bowling alleys were reserved the first 
part of the evening for competitive bowling 
tor prizes between the Operating and Me- 
chanical Departments. Following the usual 
custom, the Operating Department again won 
high honors as shown by the following scores: 


Operating Dept. Mechanical Dept. 


J. W. Lowe 88 C. Taggart 72 
FS Coles hx 91 E. Hughes ..... 65 
J. Gelowtsky ... 80 D. Reed ....... 75 
di O'Neal. oc 73 —E. Joyce ....... 78 
W. R. Bolton .. 47. J. Brown... ... 56 
C. W. Udell .. 80 G. Ruckenbrod . 83 
W. Noonan .... 68 C. Crowell .... 79 

527 508 
R. P. De Vries.. 60 J. Hunt ....... 59 
Jf Cronta’ eZ 78 W. Logan ..... 64+ 
E, Cronin ....; 77 H. Mackey .... 74 
C. Weichmann . 93 L, Fitzgerald .. 66 
W. Armstrong .. 65 A. Wilkins .. ede 
V. Paulson ..... 57 L. Jimenez .... 62 
C. Gillespie .,.. 94 J, Burgess ..... 60 

524 457 


The prizes for high average were awarded 
as follows: Cedric Gillespie, first prize (a 
box of cigars), with a pinfall of 94; Carl 
Weichmann, second prize (a carton of ciga- 
rettes), with a pinfall of 93. The booby 
prize was won by Dick Bolton, with a pin- 
fall of 47. He actually rolled all strings. 

is may appear to be a very feeble effort at 
bowling, but it is rumored that following 
the regular matches, a contest took place 
between Messrs. Worcester, Pitman, Moore, 
Webber, Burgess and Dr. Crawford, in which 
the pinfall for all six was the grand total of 
180 pins. Each one of the six averaged less 
than 35 pins. 

For those who enjoyed cards, several 
bridge games were started. ‘The prize table 
was composed of Messrs. Lowe, McCormick, 
Wilkins and Dr. Crawford, but it has not yet 
been decided who actually won the game. In- 
struction was given freely and questions arose 
which might puzzle Mr. Work. but which 
were easily disposed of by Tom Nicholson, as- 
sisted by Charlie Moore and Dick Bolton, 
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J UST three vears ago the employees of the 
New Orleans Division eagerly anticipated 
for several days the first visit of Mr. Victor 
M. Cutter to the Division. Knowing Mr. 
Cutter’s desire to meet all the employees and 
address them, Mr. Crawford H. Ellis, Vice 
President in Charge of Southern Domestic 
Divisions, arranged a huncheon, in the course 
of which Mr. Cutter was presented and gave 
a talk which greatly impressed the employees 
of the Division and was very much enjoyed 
by them. 

After three years the Division 
much larger during this interval) again 
eagerly awaited a visit from Mr. Cutter. 
But this time he was no longer a stranger, 
and his winning smile of recognition spread 
a feeling of genuine understanding which pre- 
vailed throughout the luncheon tendered him 
on January 26 last. 

The “Tip Top Inn” of the Roosevelt 
Hotel was the scene of the festivities, which 
were attended by more than four hundred 
employees of the United Fruit Company, 
the Fruit Dispatch Company, and the Ba- 
nana Selling Company. 

The “Inn” was decorated with 
cedars, and gracefully arched vines. Flags 
of all nations, especially those representing 
the tropical countries in which the Unrrep 
Fruir Company and its subsidiaries oper- 
ate, were conspicuous. 


(grown 


palms, 


Orleans 


Among those introduced by Mr. Ellis, who 
acted as master of ceremonies, were: Mr. 
Hartley Rowe, Vice President in Charge of 
Engineering, Research and Radio: Mr. Daniel 
G. Wing, member of the Executive Commit- 
tee and a Director of the Company; Mr. 
Robert H. Sanders, General Manager Con- 
tinent, Elders & Fyffes. Ltd.; Mr. W. B. 
Spencer, of the Law Department, New Or- 
leans; and Mr. Charles Weinberger, Vice 
President of the Fruit Dispatch Company. 

Mr, Rowe and Mr. Weinberger each spoke 
briefly, after which Mr. Cutter rose to ad- 
dress the assemblage. Stressing the fact that 
efficiency is one of the most important ele- 
ments of true success, Mr. Cutter also touched 
upon a number of other points which are 
worthy of deep consideration, and his address 
will be remembered for a long time by his 
many eager listeners. 

Mr. Ellis gave a brief talk, in which his 
Sincere interest in the welfare of his em- 
ployees was very evident. 

We were glad to see that Mr. feed & 
Parks, Assistant to Mr. Ellis, was able to 
be with us. Mr. Parks had suffered an un- 
fortunate accident, having broken his wrist. 
He was well attended at the luncheon, for, 
as Mr, Cutter remarked, “he had a lady on 
either side of him,” but the question in every- 
one’s mind was, ‘“‘How did Mr. Parks carve 
his chicken ?” 
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Steamship Budget System 


By Wm. 


Port Captain, 


W HEN the steamship budget system was 
firstantroduced, the general feeling which pre- 
vailed among the employees of the Marine 
Department was that it would involve an un- 
limited amount of work—in fact, that it was 
almost impossible. Nevertheless, we accepted 
it without comment and put ourselves to the 
task abead. 

After the budget went into effect it was 
necessary to inaugurate a system whereby we 
would be able to tell, immediately after a 
ship left the dock, the exact amount spent 
on the ordinary trip repairs, so as to ascer- 
tain whether it would amount to over $500.00 
for any one department. If the total for any 
department exceeded this amount it was 
necessary, according to the budget system, to 
fill out an operating budget requisition to 
cover the additional expense. It was surpris- 
ing to learn how easily this system worked. 

Gradually the many advantages of the bud- 
get became apparent to all. ‘The men on the 
ships grew interested, and they would eagerly 
await the report, furnished by the Accounting 
Department, of the expenses incurred. Oc- 
casionally some of the men would not quite 
understand a certain charge and would come 
to the marine office for an explanation, and 
for the purpose of comparing the expenses 


AS You Loox AROUND THE 
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New Orleans 


of their ship with those of other ships of the 
same type. ‘This information the marine of- 


. fice gladly furnished. 


As is usually the case with budgets, that 
for the first year was more or less tentative, 
as we were not very familiar with the cost of 
the general upkeep of the ships. However, 
when the time came for making up the second 
year’s budget we did not find it so difficult, 
as we had before us a statement of the cost 
of each item for the previous year, and, by re- 
ferring to the records, we were able to find 
the cost of each job performed. Each suc- 
ceeding year we have found it increasingly 
simple to estimate the cost for the following 
year. 

Recently we were advised that the $500.00 
allowance for trip repairs had been increased 
to $1000.00. This will elminate the neces- 
sity of asking for as many operating budget 
requisitions as have been required heretofore. 

Much has been accomplished by the budget 
in the way of bringing down the cost of keep- 
ing the ships in repair. There is considerably 
less waste than there was formerly, and when 
repairmen are on the ships everyone interested 
makes it his business to see that everything 
possible is done to keep costs down to a min- 
imum, 
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Comments on Medical Examination 


of Applicants for Positions 
By Dr. P. Francis Murphy 


Port Medical Officer, New Orleans 


| HERE is a difference in the attitude 


of a man when he visits his family physician 
for examination and treatment, and when he 
visits a medical examiner after applying for a 
position with a corporation. In the former 
instance he wants a thorough examination and 
treatment for relief from discomfort, actual 
pain, disability or fear of untimely or im- 
pending death, and cooperates fully with his 
physician by giving all details regarding the 
symptoms present—where, when and how the 
ailment began, and the exciting or predispos- 
ing causes, if any have been observed. 

When an applicant for a position is ques- 
tioned by the medical examiner, there is often 
a decided lack of cooperation, if any at all, 
on the part of the prospective employee, and, 
in some instances, actual false and misleading 
statements are made by him, especially when 
he knows that he is not in a normal condition. 
It is not to be construed that all applicants 
examined are considered potential prevarica- 
tors from the time they enter the medical 
examiner's office until the examination is com- 
pleted, but it should be kept in mind that a 
certain degree of suspicion or skepticism is 
warranted. It is freely admitted that many 
applicants are perfectly truthful in their 
statements, though they may have marked and 
serious lesions of which they are unaware. It 
is a rare exception for an applicant with cause 
for rejection to confide the information when 
he is being interviewed prior to the actual 
physical examination. In some instances the 
applicant is ignorant of having an ailment but 
will mention a few symptoms which give the 
examiner a clue to some underlying condition 
which can be permanently relieved by means 
of a little advice and ordinary cooperation on 
his part. Generally speaking, a medical 
examiner obtains most if not all his informa- 
tion during the actual examination, supple- 
mented by some cross-questioning, and what 
he fails to elicit during the examination, the 
applicant in all probability will not tell him. 

Some applicants have been observed three 
to six times before being rejected. They will 
then visit other physicians who fail to recog- 
nize the cause for disapproval, often due to 
the applicants misleading statements and his 
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request that a blanket certificate showing good 
health be given him. 

On rare occasions an applicant presents him- 
self for examination and is rejected on ac- 
count of a pathological condition, as ascer- 
tained by laboratory findings which indicate 
the presence of a certain disease or that he has 
had another disease for which he has received 
treatment, or both, all of which may be denied 
by the applicant. Nevertheless, when he is 
informed of the facts and disapproved, he may 
later apply to the same company at a distant 
point, cognizant of the condition for which 
he was disapproved, and when reexamined 
may be able to cover up his disability and 
win approval. The competence or con- 
scientiousness of the second examiner is not to 
be questioned. The condition may not be 
obvious and the means of determining it not 
simple, and so it may be ignored or over- 
looked. Had such an applicant been placed 
in a hospital and given a thorough examina- 
tion, the original and accurate findings would 
have been confirmed. 

Particular care should be exercised by the 
examiner to avoid depriving the employer of 
the services of a capable man and doing an 
injustice to a desirable applicant, thus incur- 
ting additional time and actual expense in 
selecting another applicant. Full time medi- 
cal examiners for corporations have no per- 
sonal prejudice against applicants. ‘Their re- 
muneration is the same, regardless of the num- 
ber of applicants they may examine, and when 
an applicant is disapproved it means that an- 
other will have to be examined, and so on, 
until an applicant for the position has been 
approved. 

Physicians are as a rule very sympathetic, 
and the most trying and unpleasant feature 
of the work of a medical examiner is to dis- 
approve an applicant. The man seeking a 
position may confide that he is in straitened 
circumstances, possibly with a family de- 
pendent upon him for support. ‘This makes 
the examiner doubly reluctant to withhold 
his approval. 

competent and conscientious medical 
examiner never unnecessarily disapproves an 
applicant. 


New York 


Unifruitco Dinner Dance 


i[ T seems to be the consensus of opinion 
among Unirrurrco Club members in New 
York that the party held in the Aldine Club 
rooms at Fifth Avenue and Twenty-third 
Street on February second was one of the 
best in the history of the Club. The ubiquitous 
Arthur Dodd was never more efficient. He 
and his able staff of assistants conceived and 
executed a dinner dance that for perfection of 
detail could hardly have been surpassed. 

When the gay diners seated themselves at 
the tables, there were many who were trans- 
ported in fancy to a balmy saloon, with tropi- 
cal breezes blowing through open port-holes, 
with the soft, rhythmic swish of the water 
outside, tables laden with delectable food, 
music drifting down the companionway, and 
immaculate stewards rushing to and from the 
galley, for there before their very eyes lay 
menu cards of the Great White Fleet. The 
illusion was soon dispelled. Bang! went a 
toy balloon; whew-0-0-0-0-w-w-w! whined a 
raucous whistle; and the party was on. 

A prime pleasure deriving from an occa- 
sion of this kind is the privilege of observing 
people, who, compelled under ordinary con- 
ditions to maintain a degree of dignity, are 
now off their guard in a moment of relaxa- 
tion. At one table sat the Manager of North- 
ern Domestic Divisions with the greenest of 
green caps perched jauntily on his head. Not 
far away the Manager of Terminal Opera- 
tions could be seen, his genial face wreathed 
in smiles, and his brow surmounted by a most 
amazing creation in red, yellow and purple 
—or was it orange, pink and blue? With a 
jump that almost overturned the table, the 
hilarious Port Captain dodged at the deafen- 
ing report of a huge balloon playfully punc- 
tured by the Superintending Engineer. Bed- 
lam reigned! 

Toward the conclusion of the dinner Presi- 
dent Dodd lifted his voice above the tumult 
in a short speech of welcome, and following 
this, Mr. W. J. Bennett, Assistant Freight 
Traffic Manager, responded briefly to the 
welcome delivered by Mr. Dodd on behalf 
of the New York Untrrurrco Club. 

Miss Anna Moran, soprano, regaled the 
diners with popular selections, and Messrs. 
Kenneth Casselman, Lawrence Ennis, and 


Arthur Ryan gave a clever demonstration of 
$07 


footwork that culminated in a diverting in- 
terpretation of the “Varsity Drag”. In their 
accompaniment of these numbers George 
Templeton’s Hollywood Ramblers gave prom- 
ise of Terpsichorean joys to follow. 


A FEATURE of the evening was the pres- 
entation of awards won in the recent inter- 
departmental bowling tournament, as follows: 

To the First Team, that of Pier 9 North 
River, consisting of A. E. Savarese, Captain, 
J. E. Cotter, R. F. Hamilton, C. E. Baker, 
A. O'Leary, and H. J. Einerman, gold ba- 
nana charms were awarded. These men were 
also given pocketbooks for highest team score. 

Members of the Second Team, from the 
Marine Storeroom, Messrs. H. Roslokken, 
Captain, T. Derienzo, A. Chambers, F. Mul- 
ler, G. Donahue, and G. Wells, received sil- 
ver banana charms. The>members of this 
team also received bill folds as rewards for 
having the second highest team score. 

The following men of the Third Team, 
from 75 West Street, H. Williams, Captain, 
J. Killeen, G. Haigh, J. Kelly, J. McLaugh- 
lin, and L. Earle, also received silver charms. 

Mr. Einerman received a gold shaving set 
as a reward for having the first high average 
and the first high score. Mr. Earle, who had 
second high average and second high score, 


received a silver shaving set; while Mr. Mul-. 


ler, who had the third high average, was given 
a muffler. 

Then piped the players, and the dance 
was on. Cabaret style, the couples crowded 
the small space between the tables and the 
orchestra, eager only to dance, and caring not 
a whit that they bumped each other unmerci- 
fully and trod on many a toe. Soon, how 
ever, there was an abundance of room as 
tables and chairs were whisked away by newly- 
tich waiters. ‘Tirelessly the musicians played. 
Faster the couples whirled. Hours slipped 
by as minutes. To this observer, at least, 
there was never a choicer selection of fem- 
inine pulchritude, charm and dancing skill. 
With startling suddenness the hour of one 
came as an unwelcome intruder to end an 
evening that was a red-letter occasion in the 
New York Division. 
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T HE Club contemplates holding a Minstrel 
Show, the cast to be composed of members of 
the Unirrurrco Club of New York. Those 
who can sing, dance or do anything in the 
line of entertainment should advise the Board 
of Governors. We appeal to everyone in the 
New York Division to help us make this show 
a success. Tryouts will begin immediately, 
as the performance is scheduled for the night 
of May 3, probably at the Astor Galleries of 
the Waldorf Astoria Hotel. This leaves just 
two months for rehearsals and there is a lot 
of work to be done. So, let's go. 


Final Bowling Team Standing 


Won Lost Per. 
fy Pier OCN: Re a 23 9 .719 
2. Marine Storeroom ... 22 10 .688 
3. 75 West Street ..... 21 11 -656 
4. 17 Battery Place .... 10 22 313 
5. Piers 15 and 16, E.R. 4 28 125 


High Team Scores 
Ist—Pier 9, N. R. .......... 946 Pins 
2nd—Marine Storeroom ..., 940 Pins 
Individual High Scores 


Ist—H. J. Einerman ...... 239 Pins 
2nd—L. Earle ............ 235 Pins 
3rd—R. F. Hamilton ...... 225 Pins 


The winning team deserves a lot of credit 
for the plucky fight it made on the seventh 
night to win over Marine Storeroom and 75 
West Street. Until the final night it was 
impossible to say which of the three teams 
would win. 


New York Division Notes 


A_Uwnirrurrco bridge party is scheduled 
for March 5, the place and other details to 
be arranged subsequent to this writing. 

Dr. W. E. Deeks returned February first 
from an extended trip through the Tropical 
Divisions. 


Transfers: Reginald Forster, from Solicit- 
ing Freight Agent to the Cristobal Division. 

R. W. Wilson, from the F reight Traffic 
Department to the Freight Terminal Depart- 
ment. 

Russell E. Buchanan, from the Freight 
Terminal Department to the F reight Traffic 
Department. 

John F. Doyle, from the Costa Rica Di- 
Hy to the Purchasing Department, New 

° 

Chas. J. Colbath, from Timekeeper, Cas- 
tilla, to Pier Clerk, New York. 
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New Employees: Miss M. Celano, stenog- 
rapher and file clerk, Tropical Radio ‘Tele- 
graph Company, Pier 9, North River. 

Walter Marsh, pier clerk, Pier 15, East 
River, 

Wesley M. Stamler, assistant purser, S. S. 
Metapan. 

‘Miss Mary Jaworski, clerk, Freight Ter- 
minal Department. 

Mark Daugherty, pier clerk, Pier 15, East 
River. 

R. E. Day, pier clerk, Pier 9, North River. 

Frank J. McGahan, watchman. 

Nicholas Barbieri, storeroom boy, Pier 9, 
North River. 

Angel Fernandez, watchman, 

Edward Kairath, pier clerk, Pier 9, North 
River. 

Phillip Jameson, office boy, Freight Ter- 
minal Department, 

C. G, Curtis, emergency assistant purser. 

Miss Eleanor Pistor, comptometer opera- 
tor, Accounting Department. 

George B. Innes, General Clerk, Freight 
Traffic Department. 

Miss S. Breen, Extension Clerk, Freight 
Terminal Department. 

G. R. Russell, Pier Clerk. 

E. F. Gilbert, Pier Clerk. 


Unifruitco Personalities 
New York Division 


No. 1—Arthur Dodd 


W: found Arthur Dodd, the energetic 
president of the Unirrurrco Club of New 
York, at his desk in the Purchasing Depart- 
ment with a formidable stack of papers in 
front of him. He greeted us cordially. In- 
tent on securing information of a personal 
nature, we tactlessly blurted out the fact that 
we desired an interview. Immediately we 
knew we had blundered. Our subject sank 
into his chair with what sounded very much 
like a groan. 

“Me?” he gasped. “Me? 
talk about me?” 

“Why, certainly,” we brazenly persisted. 
“Why shouldn’t we talk about you?” 

“Never!” replied Arthur with consider- 
able vigor. “Not on your life!” 

Somewhat abashed, we essayed a different 
tack, and in a conciliatory tone we ventured. 
“May we talk about something that means a 
great deal to you?” 


You want to 


March, 1928 


“We can talk about the Club,” came the 
quick response, and further questions on our 
part were unnecessary. ‘The president of the 
Club talked much as a child might talk about 
a favorite toy or as Mayor Walker would 
talk about New York. 

“There’s one big thing,” he began, “that 
the executive staff of the Unirerurreo Club 
would like to put over to all its members, 
The Club should be, above everything else, a 
medium for the cultivation of friendship and 
esprit de corps in all departments within our 
Division. High morale and business efficiency 
go hand in hand. It follows naturally that 
if each member will lend his aid toward the 
cultivation of the proper spirit, the morale and 
efficiency of our personnel will undoubtedly 
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be maintained at a high standard. 

“With the splendid help we had from a 
large part of the membership of the Club 
we were highly successful recently in staging 
a dinner dance that everyone enjoyed. We 
ask that members increasingly support the 
executive staff, so that future events may be 
equally or even more successful, Let each 
member show by his presence at Club func- 
tions that he has its interests at heart. Let 
him lose no opportunity to meet Club mem- 
bers, especially those engaged in work at other 
offices and piers, And let him either offer 
his services in the production of the big min- 
strel show the Club will present in May, or 
aid in putting it over in whatever way the 
committee may suggest.” 


LONG SERVICE ORDER OF THE 
FRUIT DISPATCH COMPANY 


Salaried Employees Whose 


Service Dates from 1899 


(subsequent to March 31) 


Group II 


Name Location 


W. J. Montgomery New Orleans 
R. A. Patch Denver 

C. Leopold New York 
L. Pederson New York 
A. J. Smith New York 


Congratulations to the following members 
of Fruit Dispatch Sales Force, all of whom 
have been promoted from the position of Act- 
ing Resident Manager to that of Resident 
Manager: 

J. D. Barry, Resident Manager, Memphis, 


M. J. Eamer, Resident Manager, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

J. C. Fluker, Resident Manager, Winni- 
peg, Man. 

L. L. Bjorkman, Resident Manager, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 

These men have all made good with a ven- 


Present Position Date 
Wharf Superintendent July, 1899 
Resident Manager October, 1899 
Selector December, 1899 
Selector December, 1899 
Selector December, 1899 


geance and justly deserve the expression of 
confidence the organization has vested in 
them. 

The Messenger Service has two promotions 
to announce: 

H. D, Train, formerly Assistant Resident 
Messenger at Pullman, Chicago, IIL, has been 
promoted to Resident Messenger at Milwau- 
kee, Wis., effective January 25. 

W. M. S. Farrell, formerly Assistant Resi- 
dent Messenger at Memphis, Tenn., goes to 
Knoxville, Tenn., as Resident Messenger. 


Good luck to them both in their new work. 


Progress of Freight Traffic Department Service 


Ne that the New Year is well off 


the ways and proceeding with a full cargo of 
optimism for 1928, it becomes appropriate to 
examine the “manifest” of Freight Traffic 
Department service for predictions as to the 
coming year. 

The progress of civilization is directly de- 
pendent upon industrial marine transporta- 
tion, Since the first adventurous Phoenician 
rounded the frowning cliffs of Gibraltar and 
crept up the coast of ancient Gaul, we have 
acquired an immense commercial heritage 
from the men who go down to the sea in 
ships. It is a far cry from Roman galley 
slaves, sweating under the lash in. the hor 
Adriatic sun, to the glistening refrigerated 
vessels plying the tropical routes of the Carib- 
bean; and from individual trader-mariners, 
dependent upon the “winds of chance, and 
omens provided by inspéction of the entrails 
of fowls and superstitious libations to Nep- 
tune, to the ships of the Unrrep Frurr Com- 
PANY, insured for value and protected by 
the omniscience of radio. 

The part of the world through which our 
activities extend includes the West Indies, 
Central America and northern South Amer- 
ica. The ships of this Company serve these 
countries by enabling them to secure the mer- 
chandise and products they need, and by the 
same token enabling these countries to. reach 
markets where they can find a ready and 
temunerative. sale for their products. 

As in every other line of endeavor, if there 
is a large volume of business, competition— 
which is, of course, the key-note of progress 
—enters into the field. In our own case, we 
have the competition of other steamship lines 
endeavoring to secure business which we are 
handling, between our competitive ports. It 
is gratifying to note, however, that despite 
the abnormalities of shipping following the 
World War and the present excess of marine 
tonnage, the Freight Traffic Department, 
thanks to the sound economic foundation upon 
which the regularity, dependability and fre- 
quency of its services are based, is obtaining its 
full share of tonnage ‘along the Caribbean 
trade routes. ° cihgacas. Timea , 
| The extensive ramifications of the Freight 
Traffic Department service may be illustrated 
by a few. figures. . During the year 1927 the 


total amount of general cargo tonnage car- 
ried in the holds of the Great White Fleet 
amounted to 919,761 tons, or more than suf- 
ficient to fill a train reaching from New York 
to Montreal. Four cargo ships alone, operat- 
ing out of New York, steamed a com- 
puted distance of 223,756 miles, or more than 
nine times around the world, to further the 
commercial rapprochement of North and 
South America. 

The general cargo tonnage carried by the 
ships of the Great White Fleet has multiplied 
itself more than twelve times since the first 
real inauguration in 1905 of this branch of 
the Company's activities; and our tropical 
trade routes have been potent factors in the 
furtherance of commercial amity between 
North and Central America, providing an ex- 
press freight service, with the regularity of 
schedule, careful handling of merchandise and 
efficient operation which stability and perma- 
nency in export trade demand. With the co- 
operation of other departments, and cooper- 
ating with them, the Freight Traffic Depart- 
ment should, on the basis of past experience, 
make a new high mark in 1928, 


The Song of the Skirt 
Viscount Lascelles, at a recent’ dinner in 
London, quoted the following words on pres- 
ent-day fashions as from the Bishop of Ely :—- 


Half an inch, half an inch, half an inch 
shorter, 

The skirts are same of mother and daughter, 

When the wind blows each of them shows 

Half an inch, half an inch more than she 
oughter. 


Tue Frapeer’s Repry:— 

Half an inch, half an inch, half an inch 
shorter! 

The skirts of our grannies no more trail 
through water. 

Our legs aren’t like sticks, like Tom’s, 
Harry’s and Dick's. 

And we wear silken hose, so what harm if 
it shows? 

Half an inch, HALF A yarp, HALF A MILE 
SHORTER! 

—Banana Budget 
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Passenger Traffic 
Department 


Me SMITH commenced his business career 
with the Bope-Lane Steel Corporation in 1919, 
later being employed by the Asphalt Construction 
Company and the Standard Steel Car Company of 
New York. In January, 1923, he was engaged by 
the Unrrep Frurr Company as Stenographer. 
Promoted from time to time, on July 1, 1927 he 
was appointed to his present position of First As- 
sistant Ticket Agent, Uptown Ticket Office, 332 
Fifth Avenue, New York. 


Smith 


F. E. 


Jamaica—Summer Resort 
By F. E. Smith 


Agent 


Assistant Ticket 


O F primary interest to one about to The blue-green Atlantic reaches forth to meet 
pursue his first voyage in southern waters is an azure sky. The sun hangs suspended, a 
the matter of temperature. This factor alone great ball of fire in a setting of turquoise 


at times gives rise to doubts in the minds of 
many prospective clients concerning the advis- 
ability of journeying south of the Tropic of 
Cancer during the Spring and Summer 
months. Quite reasonably, it is difficult for 
one living in the temperate zone to conceive 
of an average temperature in the Tropics, 
during the Spring and Summer season, lower 
than that in his own locality. This condition 
prevails, nevertheless. 

When, in July, 1926, I informed my 
friends of a contemplated trip to Jamaica, 
British West Indies, during the _ following 
month, it was apparent that they considered 
me a fit subject for a psychopathic ward, All 
were suffering extreme discomfort from the 
humidity and high temperature in New York 
and several eagerly anticipated a vacation in 
the mountains or at the seashore. However, 
August 4, a sultry, stifling day, found me on 
board the Santa Marta of the Great White 
Fleet, bound for Kingston, Jamaica. 

Who adequately can describe the mixed 
emotions engendered by his first sea voyage? 
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blue. Off the port bow a sperm whale spouts. 
We live in fond anticipation of our entry into 
the placid, hospitable waters of the southern 
sea—to observe the porpoises playing about 
the ship, and the weird flying fish about which 
we have read so much, : 

There develops rapidly among the passen- 
gers on board a vessel that spirit of good- 
fellowship and camaraderie sometimes. so 
strangely lacking at social functions ashore. 
Perhaps this happy circumstance may be at- 
tributed in part, at least, to the fact that the 
passengers are practically isolated from. the 
rest of the world, the slender strands of wire 
of the radio aerial acting as the sole connec- 
tion with terra firma. 

Just before sunset on Saturday, August 7, 
after three days of glorious weather and an 
untroubled sea, some keen-cyed observer 
sighted land on our port side. We were in- 
formed that it was the island of San’ Salvador, 
the first landing place of Columbus in the 
New World. The following afternoon we 
turned the southernmost point of Cuba, Cape 
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Maysi, and headed into the Caribbean toward 
Jamaica. On Monday morning, we were 
treated to a scene of wondrous beauty —a 
panorama of lofty mountains. and rugged 
Promontories reaching up toward the celure of 
the sky; winding roads and shaded paths; 
varied flora in tropic profusion—all reflected 
in the deep indigo waters of the sea below 
us. Surely this was a medley to delight the 
eye of the most confirmed cynic. It was Ja- 
maica, our destination! 


As we approached Port Royal, the entrance 
to Kingston Harbor, the grandeur of the view 
which met our vision enhanced our already 
lofty estimate of the beauty of these West 
Indian Isles and whetted our appetites for 
other joys which we now knew to be before 
us. 

A short time only was required, after our 
arrival at Kingston, to complete the few for- 
malities demanded by the customs officials. 
We were then driven in luxurious touring 
cars to the Hotel Myrtle Bank, owned and 
operated by the Unitep Frurr CoMPANy, 
Here the excellence of the cuisine is unsur- 
passed and nothing is left undone which may 
in the minutest degree add to the comfort of 
a guest. 

Spacious lawns surround the hotel. Stroll- 
ing idly along one of the graveled walks we 
pass through an informal garden. Here bril- 
liantly colored flowers, green ferns and ram- 
bling shrubs abound. Breadfruit and banana 
trees shade us from the sun, and royal palms 
lend their stately dignity to complete the ef- 
fect. In cages of unique design are birds of 
gorgeous plumage. A veritable Paradise. 

The five days spent at Kingston comprise 
a continuous round of pleasure, Motor trips 
displaying new scenic charms on the island; 
swimming in the pool of the hotel; dancing 
in the great ballroom; all these are in the 
order of the day. For those fond of sports 
there are golf, saddle Ponies, and many other 
diversions. Castleton Gardens and Hope 
Gardens are a revelation to the ardent hor- 
ticulturist. The trip to Bog Walk via Span- 
ish Town is another attraction. At the lat- 
ter place we visit the Cathedral and admire 
its quaint Moorish style. Here may be seen 
tombstones dating back to 1660 and inscribed 
in old English. These tablets, contrasted with 
those of other Spanish churches serve as a 
reminder of the changes which have occurred 
in the West Indies. We motor up the moun- 
tain to Newcastle and visit the barracks of 
the British regiment quartered there. 
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One afternoon we drove to the Bourne- 
mouth Baths. The pool there is one of the 
finest in the world. Clean, clear water, div- 
ing platforms at various heights, rings, slides, 
floats; in fact everything possible for the con- 
venience of the bather. There is an excellent 
dance floor on the pavilion which we used 
after our swim. Finally we returned to the 
hotel to partake of a delicious dinner and to 
spend the evening on the verandah or strolling 
round the gardens. 


But we have wandered from our subject 
—the climate! Having read of the humidity 
and heat in which New York City was swel- 
tering at the time, we considered ourselves 
fortunate to be sojourning in the Tropics. 
For the information of the skeptic, the high- 
est temperature recorded during the period 
of our stay in Jamaica was 84 degrees Fahren- 
heit, while the percentage of humidity was 
so low that it was negligible. In New York 
City the mercury climbed as high as 96 de- 
grees. This temperature, combined with a 
high rate of humidity, we know from previous 
experience is extremely uncomfortable. The 
evenings in Jamaica were delightfully cool. 
One night, having accepted an invitation to 
motor a short way up the mountain, we found 
that wraps would have been very welcome, 

Saturday afternoon, August 14, brought to 
a close our stay in the most beautiful island 
of the West Indies. As the S. S. Carrillo 
steamed out of Kingston past Port Royal, all 
on board expressed the desire that they might 
return some day for a more protracted visit. 
Our personal opinion was that to spend one’s 
remaining days there, to dream and to lose 
one’s self in contemplation were “a consum- 
mation devoutly to be wished.” ‘The next day, 
amid a great din of horns, bells, and shout- 
ing, our steamer passed another vessel of the 
Great White Fleet due in Kingston on the 
morrow. Right then and there we trans- 
gressed the Scriptures, for we envied the pas- 
sengers on the sister ship who still had before 
them the greater part of their 15-day tour. 

Four more days filled to capacity with deck 
sports, dancing at night in the light of the 
pale moon, living again, in our thoughts and 
conversations, our experiences in Jamaica, 
brought us back to the port of New York 
and, for the majority, the palling routine of 
city life in the northern metropolis, 


es 


Genius begins great works; labor finishes 
them. 

Success only comes as a conquest—not as a 
bequest. 
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